Scout 1: Webster gives this as one of the definitions of stewardship: “the careful and responsible management of something entrusted to one's care.”  God gives us life.  He expects us to be good stewards of this life He has granted us.  This whole life stewardship includes our time, our talent and our treasure.

Scout 2: Each month we will look at one of these three areas of stewardship.  This month we will look at the main idea related to stewarding your time, not so much the mechanics of time management, but the primary motivation for managing our time in the first place.  

Scout 1: In January, we will look at stewarding our talent or giftedness.  Finally, in February we will close out this series with a look at stewarding our treasure.
Scout 2: A Wrinkle In Time author Madeleine L'Engle said “Man has point of view, God has view.”  Psalm 73 gives a fuller expression of this quote.  Today we will take a look at this Psalm.
Scout 1: Before we do, here’s a general word about the Psalms.  Eugene Peterson, in his book on the Psalms, tells us that the Psalms are not provided to teach us about God, rather they train us to respond to God.  

Scout 2: Psalm 73 is no exception to this general interpretive rule.  Here we will learn the primary motivation for being good stewards of our time.
Note: Have a Scout read verses 1 through 3 of Psalm 73

Scout 1: Question: What is the Psalmist issue?

Answer: He sees the wicked prospering in life.
Note: Have a Scout read verses 4 through 11 of Psalm 73

Scout 2: Question: These verses describe the wicked; what are they like?

Answer:  There will be many responses, take a few minutes to explore the condition of this people the Psalmist is describing.
Note: Have a Scout read verses 12 through 17 of Psalm 73

Scout 1: Question: Where do we recognize “the final destiny” of the wicked?
Answer:  The Psalmist doesn’t say directly in verse 17, but he implies that they will be confronted by God.
Note: Have a Scout read verses 18 through 20 of Psalm 73

Scout 2: Question: What is the “final destiny” of the wicked?

Answer:  In a word, ruin.  They’ve based their lives on the serving lesser gods – comfort, material wealth, themselves, etc. and have not cared for others only themselves.  In the end this will lead to their destruction.
Note: Have a Scout read verses 21 through 28 of Psalm 73

Scout 1: This last section of the Psalm describes the eternal perspective we need to live in this life and the life to come.  
Scout 2: So, when we are struggling with time, how to manage it and how to best use it.  Let’s remember to live in light of eternity and to follow the Light of the world.

Note: close out the worship time with patrol prayer and ask the Scouts to pray through Psalm 73.

