Passions 4 You: To Be Consistent Prayer Warriors 

Scout 1: Question: What are you passionate about?  What do you really love to do or participate in?

Answer: The answers will be all over the map.  Allow a few minutes for input and then move to the topic.

Scout 2: How about being a good churchmen?  Can we truly be passionate about church?

Scout 1: Passion, according to Webster, can be defined as an “intense, driving, or overmastering feeling or conviction.”  We are at the end of a series looking at four passions that Perimeter lead teacher Randy Pope would like all followers of Christ to have in their lives.   The four passions are:

· “To Be Sincere Worshippers”, 

· “To Be Fruitful Disciplemakers”, 

· “To Be Effective Disciple Trainers”, and

· “To Be Consistent Prayer Warriors”

Scout 2: In August we looked at what it meant to be sincere worshippers.  Last month we are explored what it means to be fruitful disciplemakers and effective disciple trainers.  We will conclude this series today by seeing how we can be consistent prayer warriors.  If we possess these four passions we will be good churchmen.

Scout 1: Occasional bike riders do not join the riders at the Tour De France.  As Richard Foster says in his book Celebration of Discipline “Real prayer is something we learn.  The disciples asked Jesus in Luke 11:1, “Lord teach us to pray.”  They had prayed all their lives and yet something about the quality and quantity of Jesus’ praying caused them to see how little they knew about prayer.

Scout 2: Today we will point out five truths about effective prayer, but the important point here is that we must learn to pray from where we are in our walk with Christ.  We will incorporate prayer in this message.  Take advantage of this time to work out your understanding of prayer by applying the truths we will discuss now.

Scout 1: First, effective prayer is communicating ones trust in God.  Jesus, in His model for prayer, also known as “The Lord’s Prayer” starts off with “Our Father in heaven.”  From this short phrase, we can take comfort and trust that God is caring because He is our Father.
Scout 2: Not only that, besides being caring, He is also capable because He is God.
Scout 1: Second, successful prayer is not measured by answers but rather intimacy with God and change of life.  Richard Foster tells us in Celebration of Discipline that “To pray is to change.  Prayer is the central avenue God uses to transform us.  If we are unwilling to change, we will abandon prayer as a noticeable characteristic of our lives.  The closer we come to the heartbeat of God the more we see our need and the more we desire to be conformed to Christ.”
Note: Have a Scout read James 4:3

Scout 2: Foster goes on to say, “To ask ‘rightly’ involves transformed passions, total renewal.  In prayer, real prayer, we begin to think God’s thoughts after Him: to desire the things He desires, to love the things He loves.  Progressively we are taught to see things from His point of view.”

Note: Have a Scout read 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Scout 1: A third truth we should remember about prayer is that it is to be done without ceasing.  This means our hearts should be attuned to God’s role in our lives, so much so, that at any moment we could pause and talk to God and we would be prepared and ready to do so.

Scout 2: A fourth truth about prayer is praying in the Spirit is no more or no less a supernatural experience than any other spiritual activity – such as reading the Bible.  It is something that all Christians can and should do when they pray.
Scout 1: Finally, it is important to note that lengthy prayer does not merit God’s love.  This will be important to keep in mind as we enter into a short season of corporate prayer.  You want to give everyone a chance to express their heart to God during this time where we pray together.

Scout 2: For this prayer time we will follow the pattern for prayer known as ACTS.  

Question: Does anyone know what the acrostic ACTS stands for?

Answer: Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and Supplication

Question: What is Adoration and what are some of the ways we can show adoration to God in prayer?

Answer:  Answers will range all over the map here, but essentially it is our honoring of God.  We honor Him by remembering who He is and what He has done.  We can do this by recalling His names from Scripture or how the Bible has described Him.  We can adore Him by singing songs of praise to Him.  We can adore Him by remembering the work He has done in and through us for His glory.
Scout 1: Let’s spend some time now giving adoration to God.  One the back of your order of worship under Adoration are two lists.  They are Names for God, sometimes it is good to just give the various names we attribute to God and say a few words about how these names make us think about God.  Or to concentrate on God’s attributes, that He is always loving and just.  That He is gracious.  That He is unchanging and all-knowing.

Note: Have the group break up into patrols and spend five minutes in prayer focused on adoration.  At the end of the five minutes, announce “Let the person praying be the last one to pray and I will close out this time of adoration for us.”  
Use the following prayer or one like it:
“Lord we honor You as our King, the Ruler of our lives, able to do all things.  You are also our tender Father, caring for our every need.  Amen.
Scout 2: Now let’s move to a time of confession.  First, stand and read with me the confession printed on the back of your order of worship under Confession.

Scout 1: Let’s spend some time in our groups praying over our sin.  If appropriate, pray out loud asking God to forgive you for specific sin in your life.

Note: In the same groups now spend five minutes in prayer focused on confession.  At the end of the five minutes, announce “Let the person praying be the last one to pray and I will close out this time of confession for us.”   
 Use the following prayer or one like it:

“Lord, we confess that our prayers have often come from prayerless hearts and that our praise has often been praiseless sound – many times silent, too proud to honor you with our lips, but content to allow others to offer up praise to you for us.  Father forgive us for our many sins against you and thank You for Your Son Jesus, that He has paid for them all, past, present and future.  As He said on the Cross “It is finished!” paid in full.  Amen”
Scout 2: Now that we have adored God, confessed our sin to God, let’s offer up our thanks to Him.  In this time of thanksgiving, I want us to thank God specifically for three things.  Thank Him for Christ and what Christ has done and is doing in our lives.  Thank Him for the Scouts in your patrol and the adult leaders who work with your patrol.  Thank Him for something He has done for you this past week.  

Scout 1: This type of thanksgiving in prayer can be described by the acrostic J.O.Y. – Jesus, Others and You.  It reminds us to be thankful and to orient our priorities in life around the order of Jesus, Others and You in order to have real joy in life.
Note: In the same groups now spend five minutes in prayer focused on thanksgiving.  At the end of the five minutes, announce “Let the person praying be the last one to pray and I will close out this time of thanksgiving for us.”   
 Use the following prayer or one like it:

“Lord, thank You for who You are and for the many blessings You have given to our lives.  Amen”
Scout 2: Finally, we want to close out this season of prayer with supplication.  That is a fancy word that means ask.

Note: Have a Scout read Matthew 7:7-8

Scout 1: This is the part of prayer that a lot of us start with.  But, even when we get here, it tends not to be the kind of asking that God is looking for when we pray.  What Jesus is teaching us here in Matthew is that when we ask, it should be a pleading and when we seek, it should be a frantic search and when we knock it shouldn’t be a little tap, but a pounding on the door.   In short, our asking should be much more focused on the total dependence we really have on God than the false security that would say, “I can handle my needs Lord, but if You want to help out that would be cool.”

Scout 2: In order to aid you in this time of supplication, each group will take the Patrol Prayer form and have the Patrol leader or a designated scribe, write down the names and prayer requests of the group.  Once you all have shared your request, go around the circle and pray for the needs of the person on your left.

Scout 1: Take about five minutes to get each others requests and then move into a time of confession.  I’ll close us out in prayer in about ten minutes.  When we finish, please give me the patrol prayer forms as I and the Chaplain will pray for your requests as well.  Also, if there is need for follow up and additional prayer, please note that on the form and we will follow up with you for additional prayer and counsel.
Note: Allow ten minutes or so for this exercise, then close out the time using the following prayer or one like it. 
 “Lord, You are the supplier of our needs.  We thank for all You have done in and through our lives and ask that You would look to the requests made here today by Your people.  We love You Lord and we praise You in the matchless name of Jesus Christ Our Savior and Lord.  And all the people said…AMEN!”

Note: Collect the patrol prayer forms and for the Chaplain’s Aide and Chaplain to pray over them and follow up with Scouts as needed.
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