Passions 4 You: To Be Fruitful Disciplemakers 
and “To Be Effective Disciple Trainers”

Scout 1: Question: What are you passionate about?  What do you really love to do or participate in?

Answer: The answers will be all over the map.  Allow a few minutes for input and then move to the topic.

Scout 2: How about being a good churchmen?  Can we truly be passionate about church?

Scout 1: Passion, according to Webster, can be defined as an “intense, driving, or overmastering feeling or conviction.”  We are in the middle of a series looking at four passions that Perimeter lead teacher Randy Pope would like all followers of Christ to have in their lives.   The four passions are:

· “To Be Sincere Worshippers”, 

· “To Be Fruitful Disciplemakers”, 

· “To Be Effective Disciple Trainers”, and

· “To Be Consistent Prayer Warriors”

Last month we looked at what it meant to be sincere worshippers.  This month we are exploring what it means to be fruitful disciplemakers and effective disciple trainers.  We will conclude this series next month by seeing how we can be consistent prayer warriors.

Scout 2: If we possess these four passions we will be good churchmen.  Today we will look at three things related to disciple making and talk about how that leads to disciple training.
Question: But first, what is a disciple?  Is it someone who is very far along in their spiritual pilgrimage or a follower?

Answer: A disciple is simply a follower.  To become a disciple of Jesus, you go from being a 
non-follower to being a follower of Jesus.

Scout 1: If you are a follower of Jesus, then making disciples of Jesus is not optional.
Note: Have a Scout read Matthew 28:18-20 on the back of the order of worship

Scout 2: This passage of Scripture is called The Great Commission.  If a follower of Jesus, you and I are here today because the men and women who heard “The Great Commission” were obedient to it.  Who will come to you and I in heaven to thank us for our obedience to this commission?
Scout 1: Notice three parts to this commission from Christ.  First, His “Great Claim” – “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.”  Jesus is not just our Savior, He is our Lord.  As the Lord of lords and King of kings, He has the authority to issue this commission.  He doesn’t leave us room to call Him a great teacher, He is God.
Scout 2: The second part of this commission is His “Great Command”

Question: What is the one command in the Great Commission?  In other words, when Jesus says – “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” – what is the command?

Answer: “Make Disciples”  
Scout 1: And how do we do this?  By going to these “non-followers” of Jesus and “baptizing” or introducing them to Jesus and helping them to understand the Gospel then teaching them to obey.
Scout 2: Finally, in the third part of the Great Commission Jesus gives us His Great Comfort.  Jesus tells us “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  
Scout 1: Remember Paul’s words in Romans 8:31, “If God is for us, who can be against us?”

Scout  2: We can make disciples because Christ is with us. This is also why Paul can say in Philippians 4:13, “I can do everything through Him who gives me strength.”  
Scout 1: By contrast, if we try and do this on our own, we will fail.  Jesus reminds us of this in John 15:5 when He says "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in Me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from Me you can do nothing.”
Scout 2: You and I will not likely face the stress Paul faced in sharing the Gospel.  Many times his life was on the line.  We can, however, have the same confidence as Paul.

Scout 1: Which leads us to the next point, not only are Christians commanded to make disciples, it is possible for all Christians to be fruitful in disciple making.

Note: Have a Scout read Matthew 4:18-20
Scout 2: Jesus calls us to be “fishers of men.”  Evangelism is not only for the gifted.  But, it can be difficult as we begin to share our faith.  In order to be effective in carrying out the Great Commission, we have to find our own style in sharing this Great News.

Scout 1:  By the way, osmosis or proximity evangelism is not a style.  That is, we can’t say if they are just around us, Christianity will rub off on them.  We have to be prepared for the topic of spiritual things and even steer a conversation to that point as the Spirit leads. 
Scout 2: Question: Have any of you done this sort of thing?  How did it go? (Note: Give a personal example if you have one.)
Scout 1: Our culture can be hostile to the things of God.  In our day and time it is important to remember the words of Jesus and be as “clever as serpents and as gentle as doves.”  We can learn to speak the truth of our faith in a loving way to those who need to hear it.

Scout 2:  Ask God about people in your circles of influence.  Whether that be in Scouting, or school or in your neighborhood or whatever place you find yourself on a regular basis.

Scout 1: If you need further training in how to share your faith, we’ve noted some resources from Perimeter Church on the back of the order of worship.  In particular, I’d encourage you to sign up for the “Xpress Your Faith” seminar being offered at Perimeter Church the week-end of 11/9.
Scout 2: Finally, not only are Christians commanded to make disciples, and not only can all Christians to be fruitful in disciple making, God also empowers His people to be His witnesses.
Note: Have a Scout read Acts 1:8
Scout 1: The word “power” in Greek is “dynamis.”  
Question: What English word do you think we also get from this Greek word “dynamis”?  
Answer: Dynamite!

Scout 2: As Christians, we have “explosive power” when the Holy Spirit is given to us.  With this sort of power, we really have nothing to fear in the process of reaching out to others.
Scout 1: Okay, let’s say a person has come to Christ, what is next?  
Scout 2: It is important to plug them into a small group.  But, not just any small group, an effective small group is primarily concerned about 5 things.  We’ve noted them on your order of worship.
Scout 1: First, an effective small group is concerned with truth--knowing and understanding God’s Word.  This is our basis for absolute truth in all of life.

Scout 2: Second, an effective small group is concerned with equipping.  Taking this knowledge and understanding of God’s Word and massaging it into each other’s hearts.  1 Timothy 4:16 says “Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.”

Scout 1: The third thing an effective small group is concerned with is accountability.  Accountability is holding each person in the group to the life in Christ God is calling us to live according to His Word.  Proverbs 27:17 is a good picture of accountability, it says ‘As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.’
Scout 2: The fourth thing an effective small group is concerned with is mission.  Like exercise, as we engage in mission it will make the group hungry for more truth and equipping.  For example, when you begin to share your faith, you will encounter some ideas that will lead you to examine closer the claims of Christ to help you further prepare to “give an answer…for the hope you have” in Christ (1 Peter 3:15)

Scout 1: Finally, an effective small group is concerned with supplication or prayer.  Prayer is essential for each group member’s growth in Christ and for the deepening of the relationships as a group.

Scout 2: Truth, Equipping, Accountability, Mission and Supplication – TEAMS.  Remember this as you take part in any small group.  Patrol leaders, encourage these five things in your patrols.
Scout 1: Patrol members support your patrol leader in this effort.  Today, we will close with patrol prayer time.  Before we do, let’s pause and all think about one person who we feel God is leading us to share the Gospel.

Scout 2: Think about this person and remember that you have the authority of Christ to share the Gospel with them, the command to do so and the guarantee of success – even if the success is only your obedience to the command to share the Gospel.

Scout 1: Remember, the Holy Spirit will change a person’s heart.  You and I get the privilege of seeing Him at work in their lives.  Someone did that for you and me.  Take some time to thank God for that person.
Note: Have the Scouts break up into patrols and pray for each other and the person they brought to mind.
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