Scout 1: Question: What are you passionate about?  What do you really love to do or participate in?

Answer: The answers will be all over the map.  Allow a few minutes for input and then move to the topic.

Scout 2: How about being a good churchmen?  Can we truly be passionate about church?

Scout 1: Passion, according to Webster, can be defined as an “intense, driving, or overmastering feeling or conviction”  For the next three months, we are going to look at four passions that Perimeter lead teacher Randy Pope would like all followers of Christ to have in their life.   The four passions are:

· “To Be Sincere Worshippers”, 

· “To Be Fruitful Disciplemakers”, 

· “To Be Effective Disciple Trainers”, and

· “To Be Consistent Prayer Warriors”

This month we will look at what it means to be sincere worshippers.  In September we will explore what it means to be fruitful disciplemakers and effective disciple trainers.  We will conclude this series in October by seeing how we can be consistent prayer warriors.

Scout 2: If we possess these four passions we will be good churchmen.  Let’s look at five truths from John 4:20-24 that will help us understand what it means to be sincere worshippers of God.

Note: Have a Scout read John 4:20-24

The first truth we can glean from the text is that worship is man’s highest priority and greatest privilege.  One writer has noted that “worship is recognizing the worth of God and then telling Him so.  Expressing it to Him by the way we talk, by the way we live.”   In other words our worship is not confined to a place.

Scout 1: Question: What is the twelfth point of the Scout law?

Answer: A Scout is reverent.

Question: When is a Scout reverent?

Answer: According to the Scout Oath “at all times”

Scout 2: When you are reverent, you are in fact worshiping.  This is the second truth about worship, that it is an every moment occurrence.  What does this look like?  Let’s look at a passage from 1 Corinthians for some insight.
Note: Have a Scout read 1 Corinthians 10:31
Scout 1: This verse, much like our Troop verse Colossians 3:17, tells us to give honor to the one who provides us with life and purpose.  To God alone this honor is due.

Scout 2: This is hard, really it is impossible apart from the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  Without the Spirit’s help we are likely to rely on who we are, what we do and/or what group we are in to determine our satisfaction in life.

Scout 1: In order to reinforce this truth, please stand and read with me this prayer to God as a confession of our need to seek satisfaction in Him alone.

Note: Have everyone read the prayer on the back of the order of worship.  Remind them of the 13th point of the Scout Law – “A Scout is audible.”

Scout 2: Please take your seats.  The third truth from this passage is that worship has two specific guidelines.  We are to worship in spirit and to worship in truth.
Scout 1: The first question we have to ask ourselves in worship is what is our motivation?  

Question: What are some motivations for worship?

Answer: The answers here will vary.  Give some time for folks to give their thoughts

Scout 2: Outward appearance is not the determination of true worship.  It is a matter of the heart.  Are we worshipping to experience a high emotional moment or to be sincere?  While both of these things may be good, they are not the core idea behind worship.

Scout 1: Worship first and foremost has to be true.  Who are you worshipping and is what is being said about Him that is true?

Scout 2: Does the worship come from a heart compelled by the love of Christ or in other words a Spirit-filled heart?  Or is it guilt or worse and empty exercise?
Scout 1: This brings us to a fourth truth about worship which is that corporate worship is both selfish and selfless.

Scout 2: Wait a minute Christians can’t be selfish…especially in church!

Scout 1: Go with me here, a Christian should be selfish in his worship of God in that he is seeking his personal satisfaction in God.  That we experience joy in worship and come expecting to receive blessings for ourselves from God in worship.

Scout 2: Got it, but what about that second part.

Scout 1: While we are seeking a joyful experience, we should use the word joy to help us remember the priorities in worship.  

Question: Does anyone know what the acrostic J.O.Y. stands for?

Answer: Jesus, Others and You

Scout 2: Okay, so while it is good to seek our own experience in worship, it should not be at the expense of the reputation of Christ or other people.

Scout 1: Yes, and this can be a very touchy subject especially with regard to raising ones hands and other practices or the type of music that is played, etc.

Scout 2: Randy Pope says that here as in all areas of life our guidelines for how to express ourselves in worship should be governed by the rule of love.

Scout 1: Finally, the fifth truth about worship is that sincere worship requires our affection and our attention.

Scout 2: Question: What is the Scout motto?

Answer: Be prepared.

Scout 1: So, when you come to a worship service like this one today be prepared to worship.  As our troop enters an area for a Scouts Own worship service, be silent, begin to think about the blessings that God has reserved for us as we offer our worship to Him.  Pray for those who will lead you.
Scout 2: Because we need it as this is sometimes a tough task.

Scout 1: Amen brother!  This preparation will allow you to honor God and each other by giving yourself fully to the worship of our King.

Scout 2: Remember, sincere worship does not merit the love of God.  He loves you because of the work of the Cross.  God’s not out to get you because of some lack of religious activity.  

Scout 1: No, it is His relationship with us that prompts us to worship.  Your affections for Christ drive you to worship well, not the other way around.

Scout 2: Psalm 119:32 says “I run in the path of Your commands for You have set my heart free.”  Brothers let us run our races well this day and the days ahead, because if Jesus Christ has set you free, you are free indeed!

Note: Have the Scouts break up into patrols and pray through the Scriptures on the back of the order of worship.

