“Is Jesus Christ The Only Way To God?”


Note: This message is delivered by two Scouts.  Materials in this message are extracted from Life Issue booklet 3.
Scout 1: Apologetics: This is a Greek word, a legal term meaning “to make a defense.”  For Christians it means to make a case for Christ.  It says in 1 Peter 3:15 as Christians we are to “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect”

Scout 2: Randy Pope is a teaching pastor at Perimeter Church--where Troop 317 meets.  He has a heart for sharing Christ with others and says when talking with folks about Jesus the two most important questions about life are:  How does one come to know God and how does one get to heaven?  He says that in the course of answering those questions four main questions come up regarding Christianity:

· Is The Bible God’s Word?

· Do Non-Christians Really Deserve Eternal Punishment?

· Is Jesus Christ The Only Way To God?

· What Is Required To Have Eternal Life?

Scout 1: In March we tackled question 1: Is the Bible God’s Word?  To answer this question four reasons were given.  Question: For those of you present can you remember the four reasons we can believe the Bible is God’s Word?  Answer: Incredible Unity; Historical Accuracy; Fulfilled Prophecy and Miraculous Preservation.

Scout 2: The fact that the Bible is God’s Word is the basis for answering the remaining questions.  For purposes of today’s topic we are assuming the answer to the question “Is the Bible God’s Word?” is yes.

Scout 2: This month we will tackle question 3: “Is Jesus Christ The Only Way To God?”
Note: Have two Scouts read the following passages: John 8:24 and John 14:6 on the back of their order of worship
Scout 2: The main reason to believe that Jesus is the only way to God is because this is what Jesus claims about Himself.
Scout 1: But why are we in need of saving in the first place?  Again the Bible gives us insight.
Note: Have two Scouts read Hebrews 9:22 and 1 Peter 3:18 on the back of their order of worship.
Scout 2: Our issue is sin.  As we noted with last month’s question, we are sinners because we are part of a race that is sinful.  No matter where we live, we are members of a sinful race.  Haven’t you heard? “Nobody’s perfect”
Scout 1: God expects us to be perfect in our lives.  Matthew 5:48 says “But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect.”
Scout 2: Because we are not perfect, then our sin demands punishment.  God cannot forgive sin by just ignoring it.  Sin must be paid for and only Jesus has paid that penalty for us.  He is the perfect substitute.

Scout 1: Not only that, but if there is another way to God besides Christ, then Christ’s death is unnecessary.  What is the point of Christ dying for our sins if there is some other way we can do the job instead?

Scout 2: We could talk further on this point, but it would be better for you to explore it on your own in the book of Galatians.  There the Apostle Paul deals with the importance of Christ’s death on our behalf and much more.
Scout 1: Question: Who were the Jews of the Old Testament looking to come save them?  Answer: The Messiah.  Messiah literally means “anointed one” and also means King.

Scout 2: Besides Christ’s words, our sin problem, another reason to believe Christ is the only way to God is the Old Testament prophecies Jesus fulfilled to prove He was Messiah.  We touched on this when we talked about the Bible being God’s Word in March.  Jesus fulfilled around 300 prophecies concerning the life, death and resurrection of Messiah.  Jesus fulfilled them as proof of His being the only way to God.  Not only the Savior of Israel, but the Savior of the world.

Note: Have a Scout read Matthew 11:4-5
Scout 1: In addition to Christ’s words, our sin problem, and Old Testament prophecies related to Messiah, we also can point to Christ’s miracles as evidence He is the only way to God.
Scout 2: In fact, that is what this passage is telling John the Baptist who was questioning if Jesus really was their Savior.  To give an answer to John’s question, Jesus doesn’t just say yes John, now believe Me because I say so, He says, look at what I am doing too.  Is that not proof enough?  By the way, Jesus was quoting Isaiah 35:5 in His response.  His miracles were a fulfillment of prophecy concerning Messiah.

Scout 1: So, both Jesus actions and words were speaking loudly to John the Baptist and to the rest of us “‘doubting Thomas”

Scout 2: Good transition to our last point.  Question: Do you all know who “doubting Thomas” is?  Answer: One of Jesus’ disciples.  Let’s read about how he got his nick-name.

Note: Have a Scout read John 20:19-30

Scout 2: I can beat Tiger Woods at golf.

Scout 1: What?!

Scout 2: I can beat Tiger Woods at golf.

Scout 1: I think you are crazy, he’s the greatest golfer in the world.

Scout 2: I can beat him and I’ll show you how.  I’m going to give you a gun to shoot me.

Scout 1: What!?  Now, I know you are crazy!

Scout 2: I’m serious.  Take this gun and shoot me.  I’ll be dead, you call a doctor, he will pronounce me dead and then you have a grand ceremony for me and bury me – you better cry too.  Then after three days, I’ll come meet you at Perimeter.

Scout 1: You will?  I don’t believe it.

Scout 2: But if I did, then would you believe me about beating Tiger Woods at golf.

Scout 1: Well, yeah, you do all that and you can do anything.

Scout 2: Exactly, you see Thomas doubted the resurrection for the same reason you and I doubt it today.  It sounds insane.  But, this proof really is the only proof you need.  All of the Bible and all of Christianity hinges on the resurrection of Christ.

Scout 1: While all that may be true, there is one final proof of Christ being the only way to God and that is His legacy of changed lives.  A Yale historian put it this way, “Gauged by the consequences which have followed, the birth, life and resurrection of Jesus have been the most important events in the history of man.  Measured by His influence, Jesus is central in the human story.
Scout 2:  You see, history is really His-story.  What is your part in His story?  How is it going to end for you?  If you are standing before God and He asks you why He should let you into heaven?  The answer from the Bible’s perspective is as easy as ABC. 

Scout 1: A – Admit you are a sinner

Scout 2: B – Believe that Jesus Christ paid the penalty for your sin by His death on the cross

Scout 1: C – Confess these two truths to God and ask Him to come into your life.

If you feel this is something you want to do today, pray this prayer silently while I pray it out loud.  A Scout is reverent:

“Lord Jesus, I admit that I am a sinner who deserves eternal punishment.  I do believe You paid the penalty by Your death on the cross.  So right now I invite You to be my Savior and Lord and to take residence in my life.  Thank You for hearing my prayer and indwelling my life.  Amen”

Scout 2: If you prayed this prayer, you have taken the first step in your journey with Jesus Christ.  Tell someone about it.  You can talk to us or any of the Troop 317 adult leaders here today.   We want to encourage you in your walk with Christ.

Scout 1: Faith in Christ, being a Christian is about character.  It is about who you are, not what you do.  Becoming a Christian is transformational.  Spiritually you are born again.  So, start off small, start reading the Gospel of John a little bit each day (a chapter, a few paragraphs, etc.).  Write down the answers you find to this question: “What things do I know are true in what I’ve just read?”  Pray to God and ask Him to fill you with His Spirit to show you more about Him.
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