Note: This message is delivered by three Scouts.  They can be seated in three camp chairs.  The Chaplain’s Aide in the middle emcees and the other Scouts sit on either side of him.  Materials in this message are extracted from Life Issue booklet 2.
Chaplain’s Aide: Apologetics: This is a Greek word, a legal term meaning “to make a defense.”  For Christians it means to make a case for Christ.  It says in 1 Peter 3:15 as Christians we are to “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect”

Scout 1: Randy Pope is a teaching pastor at Perimeter Church--where Troop 317 meets.  He has a heart for sharing Christ with others and says when talking with folks about Jesus the two most important questions about life are:  How does one come to know God and how does one get to heaven?  He says that in the course of answering those questions four main questions come up regarding Christianity:

· Is The Bible God’s Word?

· Do Non-Christians Really Deserve Eternal Punishment?

· Is Jesus Christ The Only Way To God?

· What Is Required To Have Eternal Life?

Scout 2: Last month we tackled question 1: Is the Bible God’s Word?  To answer this question four reasons were given.  Question: For those of you in present at last month’s Scout’s Own, can you recall the four reasons we can believe that the Bible is God’s Word?  Answer: Incredible Unity; Historical Accuracy; Fulfilled Prophecy and Miraculous Preservation.

Chaplain’s Aide: The fact that the Bible is God’s Word is the basis for answering the remaining questions.  For purposes of today’s topic we are assuming the answer to the question “Is the Bible God’s Word?” is yes.

Scout 1: Today’s question is “Do Non-Christians Really Deserve Eternal Punishment?”   This question comes to us in many variations, but the idea is the same.  Here are some examples:

· Will God judge those who never heard about Christ?

· Would God condemn an innocent person simply because he never heard about Christ?

· What about religious people who don’t know about Christ and call their god by a different name?

· What happened to people before the coming of Christ?

· What about infants and people who are mentally incapable of understanding God?

Question for Chaplain’s Aide and Scout 2: Have you guys heard any of these questions before? (Note: You can also give input as to times his heard one or more of these)
Chaplain’s Aide: These questions assume something about people – moral innocence.  What does the Bible state about this assumption?  

Scout 1: Romans 3:23 (NIV) “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”

Chaplains Aide: Question: Who said this about the Bible: “[Talk] about a preachy book! Everybody's a sinner! Except this [one] guy.”?  Answer: Homer Simpson (the quote is a close paraphrase)

Scout 1: At this point I think we have to define some terms: goodness and righteousness.  What do these terms mean?

Scout 2: Goodness is what we see and can also be called our reputation.  When it is said that people are basically good, what is spoken of is reputation.  Righteousness is what God sees and that is called our character.  It is not only our actions, but also the motivation and attitude of the heart as it relates to those actions.  What we do and why we do it.  Thomas Paine had this to say about reputation and character: “Reputation is what men and women think of us; character is what God and angels know of us.” 
Chaplains Aide: Question: In Jesus day who had a good reputation? (Note :take a few answers and focus on the two that follow).  Let’s look at what is said about the Pharisees and rich people--both groups were held as good people in the eyes of the Jewish culture of that time.  The Pharisees because of their religious work and rich people because the Jews thought material prosperity equaled God’s blessing on their lives.

First, the Pharisees, (turning to Scout 1), what did Jesus say about these folks?

Scout 1: Well, it says in Matthew 5:20 that Jesus said “For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.”

Chaplains Aide: Now, what about rich people?  (Turning to Scout 2) How did Jesus deal with that issue?

Scout 2: Let’s look Luke 18:18-27, this is a little longer passage, but I’m counting on this religious thing to get me into heaven. (
Note: Have a Scout read Luke 18:18-27 on the back of the order of worship.

Chaplains Aide:  2 Corinthians 5:21 (New Life Version) says “Christ never sinned but God put our sin on Him. Then we are made right with God because of what Christ has done for us.”  This confirms Jesus words: “What is impossible with men is possible with God.”  In fact everyone has an opportunity to know about God.  God has made Himself known to all of us.

(Turning to Scout 1ask…) Where can we read about this in the Bible?

Scout 1: Well, I recall that the book of Romans and the Psalms say a lot on this topic.  I too am counting on this religious thing to get me by and I think I’m better than you guys, so I’m going to give you two passages on this point. (
Let’s look at Romans 1:18-21 and Psalm 19:1-4a

Note: Have two Scouts read these passages off the back of the order of worship

Chaplains Aide:  So, the “innocent” are judged on character not reputation because God has made Himself known to us but we all tend to suppress the truth about God in our hearts.  (Turning to Scout 2 ask…) Will we all have an opportunity to overcome this denial of the truth?

Scout 2:  The Bible gives us two promises on that point.  First, people all over the world will hear about God and second some will respond to Him.  The Bible gives examples of this in people like Rahab in the book of Joshua and Cornelius in the book of Acts.  Peter says of Cornelius believing in Christ as his savior in Acts 10:34-35: Then Peter replied, "I see very clearly that God doesn't show partiality. In every nation he accepts those who fear him and do what is right.”

Chaplains Aide:  God doesn’t just deal with individuals.  He also deals with us as a whole human family.  We know this by our clichés like “The fruit doesn’t fall far from the tree.”  (For the audience) Here are some others, see if you can finish them for me.

· “Like father, like son.”

· “When in Rome, do as the Romans do.”  

· “Guilt by association.”

(Turning to Scout 1) What does the Bible say about this topic?

Scout 1: Romans 5:12 says “When Adam sinned, sin entered the entire human race. Adam's sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned.”

The point here is that we are sinners because we are part of a race that is sinful.  No matter where we live, we are members of a sinful race.  One more cliché: “Nobody’s perfect”

Chaplains Aide: We’ve spent some time talking about man’s character, what about God’s character.  (Turning to Scout 2) What does the Bible say about Him?

Scout 2: That God is a loving God.  It says in 1 John 4:16: “And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.  God is love.”

The Bible also says that God is a just God.  God’s just character demands punishment for sin.  In Greek the word sin means “missing the mark” like in archery.  
Question: A perfect shot in archery is called what?  Answer: A bulls-eye.  
Scout 1: To be a perfect archer you’d have to hit the bulls-eye every time.  Question: Can anyone do that? Answer: No 
In the same way, God expects us to be perfect in our lives.  Matthew 5:48 says “But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect.” 
Question: Can we do that?  Answer: No

Scout 2: The Bible confirms this in Romans 3:23 (New Living Translation) which says “For all have sinned; all fall short of God's glorious standard.”  Like arrows, our actions and/or our motives for those actions fall short of what God requires – perfect character.  Not just doing good things, but always doing good things and always for the right reason.

Chaplains Aide:  Sounds like we are all in trouble here, especially you two religious guys (.  (Turning to Scout 1) What is the punishment for “missing the mark”?

Scout 1: Romans 6:23a tells us “The wages of sin is death”.  In this passage, death is both the physical death we all face and spiritual death or separation from God forever – eternal punishment.  It also says in Numbers 23:19 that “God is not a man, that He should lie. He is not a human, that He should change His mind. Has He ever spoken and failed to act? Has He ever promised and not carried it through?”

Therefore, based on these passages and others in the Bible, God is obligated to be just and His justice requires punishment for sin.

Chaplains Aide:  There is good news however.  While Romans 6:23a does say “The wages of sin is death”, the entire verse says “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

So it comes down to this, if you are standing before God and He asks you why He should let you into heaven?  The answer from the Bible’s perspective is as easy as ABC. 

Scout 1: A – Admit you are a sinner

Scout 2: B – Believe that Jesus Christ paid the penalty for your sin by His death on the cross

Chaplains Aide: C – Confess these two truths to God and ask Him to come into your life.

If you feel this is something you want to do today, pray this prayer silently while I pray it out loud.  A Scout is reverent:

“Lord Jesus, I admit that I am a sinner who deserves eternal punishment.  I do believe You paid the penalty by Your death on the cross.  So right now I invite You to be my Savior and Lord and to take residence in my life.  Thank You for hearing my prayer and indwelling my life.  Amen”

Scout 2: If you prayed this prayer, you have taken the first step in your journey with Jesus Christ.  Tell someone about it.  You can talk to us or any of the Troop 317 adult leaders here today.   We want to encourage you in your walk with Christ.

Scout 1: Faith in Christ, being a Christian is about character.  It is about who you are, not what you do.  Becoming a Christian is transformational.  Spiritually you are born again.  So, start off small, start reading the Gospel of John a little bit each day (a chapter, a few paragraphs, etc.).  Write down the answers you find to this question: “What things do I know are true in what I’ve just read?”  Pray to God and ask Him to fill you with His Spirit to show you more about Him.

Chaplains Aide: Thank you for your time today 
Note: At this point either have the offering or benediction.  I’d recommend offering to give folks more time to reflect.  Use a song like Rich Mullins’ Man Of No Reputation for the offering song.
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