“Is The Bible The Word Of God?”


Note: This message is delivered by two Scouts.  Materials in this message are extracted from Life Issue booklet 1.
Scout 1: Apologetics: This is a Greek word, a legal term meaning “to make a defense.”  For Christians it means to make a case for Christ.  It says in 1 Peter 3:15 as Christians we are to “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect”

Scout 2: Randy Pope is a teaching pastor at Perimeter Church--where Troop 317 meets.  He has a heart for sharing Christ with others and says when talking with folks about Jesus the two most important questions about life are:  How does one come to know God and how does one get to heaven?  He says that in the course of answering those questions four main questions come up regarding Christianity:

· Is The Bible God’s Word?

· Do Non-Christians Really Deserve Eternal Punishment?

· Is Jesus Christ The Only Way To God?

· What Is Required To Have Eternal Life?

This month we will tackle question 1: Is the Bible God’s Word?  
Scout 1: Men and women throughout the ages have debated the two most important questions of life.  The first is, “If there is a God who is knowable, how does one get to know Him?”  The second is, “If there is a literal heaven, how can one be certain he will live there after death?”
Scout 2: The Bible says the answer to both questions is one and the same.  The Bible quotes Jesus Christ who says in John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father but through Me” 
Scout 1: However, to believe the credibility of this quote of Jesus presumes, among other things, that the writings of the Bible are reliable.  Christians throughout history have argued that the Bible is God’s Word.  They most often agree that as God’s Word it is both inspired (God-breathed) and infallible in its original writing.
Scout 2: There are four strong reasons for believing this to be true.  The first is the Bible’s “incredible unity.”

Scout 1: The Bible was written over a period of 1500 years by over 40 human authors, writing in three different languages.  These men and women lived in three different continents and wrote on a variety of controversial subjects. One would expect these authors, living in such different cultures, would contradict each other.  Yet there is amazing unity throughout the Bible without error or contradiction.  This unity would suggest that the Bible was written by one author, namely God.

Scout 2: Whoa!  No contradictions?

Scout 1: Yes.  None.

Scout 2: What about Proverbs 26:4 and Proverbs 26:5?

Note: Have a Scout read Proverbs 26:4 and Proverbs 26:5

Scout 1: This is an excellent example of a text that may appear to be in contradiction, but with proper study – called exegesis by scholars – will yield that the Bible agrees with itself.

Scout 2: I was just playing and giving these folks an example for when they hear people say “The Bible is full of contradictions’  - this statement can typically be challenged by you asking “Show me one?” and if they fail to do so, you can take them to these and talk to this idea of unity.
Scout 1: Honest scholars who are upset with the Bible are not upset by its contradictions, but by its implications.  As Mark Twain said “It’s not the parts of the Bible I don’t understand that bother me, it’s the parts that I do understand that bother me.”  So, the key here is to address the concern, but show reasons to believe in the unity of Scripture or agree to disagree over its unity and follow that up with the next reason.

Scout 2: The second reason to believe the Bible is God’s word is historical accuracy.
Scout 1: Commenting on the historical accuracy of the Bible, archaeologist William F. Albright states, “Discovery after discovery has established the accuracy of the innumerable details and has brought increased recognition to the value of the Bible as a source of history.”
Scout 2: Another reason for believing the Bible is God’s Word is the number of prophecies fulfilled.

Scout 1: Question: What are some of the prophecies in the Old Testament, written hundreds of years before the birth of Jesus, that refer to the coming Messiah?
Answer: There are over 300 prophecies given in the OT concerning the Messiah, here are a 12 examples:
1. Messiah to be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2 – Matthew 2:1-6)

2. Messiah to be a descendant of David (Jeremiah 23:5 – Luke 3:31)

3. Messiah to enter Jerusalem on a donkey (Zechariah 11:12 – Matthew 27:9)

4. Messiah to be betrayed by a friend (Psalm 41:9 – Matthew 26:47-50)

5. Messiah to be sold for 30 pieces of silver (Zechariah 11:13 – Matthew 27:9)

6. Money thrown into God’s house (Zechariah 11:13 – Matthew 27:5)
7. Money given for potter’s field (Zechariah 11:13 – Matthew 27:7-8)

8. Messiah’s side, hands, and feet pierced (Psalm 22:16 – John 20:25)
9. Messiah crucified with thieves (Isaiah 53:12 – Luke 23:32-43)

10. Messiah clothes divided and lots cast for them (Psalm 28:18 – John 19:23-24)

11. Messiah’s bones not broken (Psalm 22:17, Psalm 34:20 – John 19:31-33)

12. Messiah to be buried in a rich man’s tomb (Isaiah 53:9 – Matthew 27:57-60)

Scout 2: Mathematical probability indicates that the chances of only eight of these 300 prophecies being fulfilled in the same man are 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000 (100 quadrillion or One hundred with 15 zeros after it).  These odds are statistically impossible apart from a sovereign God who knows the future.
Scout 1: The final proof we will give today for the Bible being God’s Word is it’s miraculous preservation.  Who has a Bible here today? (hopefully someone in the audience or one of you have one).
Scout 2: Question: Is that Bible literally God’s Word? 
Answer: No, it is a translation into English Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek manuscripts of the original.  The way we can be confident in its contents as God’s Word is it is a translation of the tremendous amount of manuscript evidence available for the Bible.

Scout 1: But, in 1947, something happened that some thought would challenge the confidence Christian’s have in the reliability of this manuscript evidence.  Question: Does anyone know what was found in 1947 in caves near the Dead Sea?

Answer: The Dead Sea Scrolls.  Follow up question: So, what are the Dead Sea Scrolls?  Answer: A set of manuscripts with copies of every Old Testament book except Esther.  These manuscripts were about a 1,000 years older than the manuscripts that were known before this discovery.

Scout 2: The big question everyone was asking was “would errors have been made in the copying of these text over that 1,000 year period?”
Scout 1: The answer was that in this time period there was little variation in the text.  And the variation was only a matter of spelling and some minor stylistic changes none of which effected the meaning of the text.
Scout 2: This incredible preservation of the Bible over time can best be explained by God’s doing.  Desiring to keep the Scriptures in accord with His original revelation, God ensured that the Bible would be accurately copied over the centuries.  So, we can trust that our translations that have been faithful to these manuscripts.

Scout 1: And some translations are not – such as the New World Translation used by the Jehovah’s Witness.

Scout 2:  That right, so it is important to study the Bible for yourself.  The Bible is God’s word on all of life, especially what is required for eternal life.  If you are standing before God and He asks you why He should let you into heaven?  The answer from the Bible’s perspective is as easy as ABC. 

Scout 1: A – Admit you are a sinner

Scout 2: B – Believe that Jesus Christ paid the penalty for your sin by His death on the cross

Scout 1: C – Confess these two truths to God and ask Him to come into your life.

If you feel this is something you want to do today, pray this prayer silently while I pray it out loud.  A Scout is reverent:

“Lord Jesus, I admit that I am a sinner who deserves eternal punishment.  I do believe You paid the penalty by Your death on the cross.  So right now I invite You to be my Savior and Lord and to take residence in my life.  Thank You for hearing my prayer and indwelling my life.  Amen”

Scout 2: If you prayed this prayer, you have taken the first step in your journey with Jesus Christ.  Tell someone about it.  You can talk to us or any of the Troop 317 adult leaders here today.   We want to encourage you in your walk with Christ.

Scout 1: Faith in Christ, being a Christian is about character.  It is about who you are, not what you do.  Becoming a Christian is transformational.  Spiritually you are born again.  So, start off small, start reading the Gospel of John a little bit each day (a chapter, a few paragraphs, etc.).  Write down the answers you find to this question: “What things do I know are true in what I’ve just read?”  Pray to God and ask Him to fill you with His Spirit to show you more about Him.
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