Scout 1: Webster gives this as one of the definitions of stewardship: “the careful and responsible management of something entrusted to one's care.”  God gives us life.  He expects us to be good stewards of this life He has granted us.  This whole life stewardship includes our time, our talent and our treasure.

Scout 2: In November we looked at the main idea related to stewarding our time, not so much the mechanics of time management, but the primary motivation for managing our time in the first place.  

Scout 1: Last month, we looked at stewarding our talent or giftedness.  We will close out this series today with a look at the stewarding of our treasure.
Scout 2: To do that we will look at 6 principles from Christian financial planner and author Ron Blue.  These six principles are:
1. “God owns it all.”

2. “Every spending decision is a spiritual decision.”
3. “There is always a trade-off between time-and-effort and money-and-rewards.” 

Scout 1: 4. “Delayed gratification is the key to financial maturity.” 

  5.“Giving is a regular act of worship.” and 
  6. “How much is enough?” 

We will take some time now to walk through these six principles and some Scripture to consider with each one.

Note: Have a Scout read Psalm 24:1

Scout 2: As Psalm 24:1 shows us, principle 1 is very clear “God owns it all.”  God is sovereign which means He controls all things including our treasure.
Scout 1: This leads us to our second principle: “every spending decision is a spiritual decision.”  
Note: Have a Scout read Matthew 6:24

“There is no such thing as an ‘independent’ financial decision.”  Every time we spend money or use any treasure we have, we are involved in spiritual activity.  God is omnipresent, which means He is everywhere all the time.  You and I are never truly alone in life, because God is always there.
Scout 2: God’s sovereignty and omnipresence have implications.  We can either submit to our true eternal King or fall prey to lesser, temporal kings such as money.  That is not to say we ignore money, far from it, we just need to keep it in its place and not let it rule over us as it is can so easily do.

Scout 1: Which means we have to be good stewards of our money and the treasures money can buy or maintain.  That stewardship involves work and stewardship in this area of life can be hard work at times because it is not always clear how to best steward our temporal treasure.

Scout 2: Which is the point of principle 3 “There is always a trade-off between time-and-effort and money-and-rewards.”  
Note: Have a Scout read Proverbs 14:4
Scout 1: How does that fit?

Scout 2: Well my friend it fits because this Proverb illustrates a principle not a pattern.  There is probably not a real farmer here today, but if he was here, he’d tell you to grow produce for a living takes preparation of a field.  Now, these days the farmer wouldn’t use an ox, but would instead use a tractor.
Scout 1: Okay, so let me rephrase the Proverb.  “Without tractors a stable stays clean, but you need a John Deer for a large harvest.”….I still don’t get it.
Scout 2: The idea here is that we use our resources to produce more resources.  In this case, the farmer uses an ox or tractor to prepare a field that will in turn produce a harvest which produces income for the farmer and feed or fuel for the ox or tractor – which in the case of the ox is why the barn or stable is messy (which also leads to work in keeping the barn clean).  However, if the farmer doesn’t take care of his resources, the ox dies or tractor stops working and the barn is clean, but the field is empty and he and his family are…hungry.  Therefore, it is important to take care of the ox or the John Deer.  That’s stewardship and it does involve time and effort to get the money and rewards that good stewardship brings.  Whew!

Scout 1: Okay, I sort of get it.

Scout 2: Let’s look at another Proverb that might clear this principle up for us.

Note: Have a Scout read Proverbs 14:23

Scout 1: Well, why didn’t you say so in the first place.  This Proverb is much more direct.

Scout 2: Exactly and the Proverb will also be direct in illustrating our next principle: “Delayed gratification is the key to financial maturity.” 
Note: Have a Scout read Proverbs 13:11
Scout 1: That’s hard to do, there is so much I want to buy when I have money.

Scout 2: Yes, this Proverbs shows us one of the three things we do with money – save it.  The, the second is spend it.  That is what principle four is all about.  To save money we have to delay our need to have stuff – most of the time if we do that, we’ll find the thing we want really wasn’t worth having in the first place.  Plus, we will have more money for those things that we might really want or need – like a car or college, etc.

Scout 1: You said three things we do with money and you named two: saving, spending and I’d guess the third is giving it away.  

Scout 2: Correct!  Giving is the most important use of money and one the Lord consistently encourages us to do in Scripture.  Principle 5 is about recognizing giving, making it a regular act of worship.
Note: Have a Scout read 1 Corinthians 16:2

Scout 1: This is why we have an offering in our service and pretty much every church service you will attend will do the same.  It gives us all a chance to show God that we believe He is the owner and we are just His servants or stewards using His resources for His Glory and His Kingdom.

Scout 2: Which takes us to our last principle, which is illustrated by a passage in 1 Timothy.

Note: Have a Scout read 1 Timothy 6:17-19

Scout 1: Upon the death of a very rich man, his accountant was asked “How much money did this rich man leave behind?”  The accountant said “All of it.”  You see, when we die, we leave behind all that we possess, in other words “we won’t take it with us.”
Scout 2: Therefore, we better have a plan on just how we are going to use these temporal treasures in this life.  That leads us to our last principle which is the question “How much is enough?” 
Scout 1: Principle 6 ties in our treasure with our talent and our time.  By figuring out “How much is enough?”  We set for ourselves a limit to what we need, knowing that, as Paul says in 1 Timothy, that God “richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.”

Scout 2: So, with our excess treasure, we can use our talent and time to put this treasure to work for others.  This brings God glory and takes His Kingdom of love and peace to a world that badly needs it.  
Scout 1: Jesus put it this way in “where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  Perhaps today, you have never considered “How much is enough?” or some of the other principles we’ve talked about.  Let’s spend some time as patrols talking about this question and praying with each other asking God to show us how to be better stewards of our treasure.  Not only that, but how to be stewards of our time and talent in order to have a whole life that is given over to serving God and His Kingdom.
Note: Instruct the Scouts to spend 10 minutes or so discussing the principles and then spend 10 minutes in prayer as a patrol.

