"Our God-given Talents: Described, Discovered, Developed, and Deployed"

Scout 1: Webster gives this as one of the definitions of stewardship: “the careful and responsible management of something entrusted to one's care.”  God gives us life.  He expects us to be good stewards of this life He has granted us.  This whole life stewardship includes our time, our talent and our treasure.

Scout 2: Last month we looked at the main idea related to stewarding your time, not so much the mechanics of time management, but the primary motivation for managing our time in the first place.  

Scout 1: This month, we will look at stewarding our talent or giftedness.  Finally, in February we will close out this series with a look at the stewarding of our treasure.
Scout 2: For purposes of our discussion today when we are referring to talents, we are talking about spiritual gifts.  Spiritual gifts, according to the PCA, “are granted to every believer by the Holy Spirit, who apportions to each Christian "individually as He wills". 
Scout 1: “Christians are to use these gifts to serve Christ in the work of His kingdom and for the building up of the body of Christ. All true believers receive some spiritual gift or gifts.”
Scout 2: In trying to understanding spiritual gifts most people follow this path – though the order is not always the same.  First, our God-given talents are described for us in the Bible.  Next we discover our God-given talents within the context of the local church – the Body of Christ.  As we grow and mature in Christ, our spiritual gifts are developed.  All along the way, in whatever form they exist within us, our God-given talents deployed.
Scout 1: So, first off, let’s talk about discovery.  What are spiritual gifts? The Bible talks about specific spiritual gifts in the following passages.  But, don’t get hung up on the lists.  For now, let’s consider what is said in addition to the giving of the lists of spiritual gifts.
Note: Have a Scout read Romans 12:3-8
Scout 2: Question: What does Paul say here about the body of Christ – the Church?
Answer: Note: the answers will vary, but the bottom line is we are to be united, humbly relying on each other in life.

Scout 1: Let’s look at another passage concerning spiritual gifts and look at the work of the Spirit in this process.  Think about the Holy Spirit’s purpose in giving of these gifts.

Note: Have a Scout read 1 Corinthians 12:7-10; 28
Scout 2: Question: Why does the Spirit give these gifts? Answer: For the common good.
Scout 1: Now, let’s look at one last passage and see how spiritual gifts help the Body of Christ.
Note: Have a Scout read Ephesians 4:11-16

Scout 2: Question: How do Spiritual Gifts help the Body of Christ?  Answer: By brining its members into maturity and unity.

Scout 1: So, just like we grow stronger when we exercise physically, when we exercise our spiritual gifts for the Body of Christ both the individual and the Body of Christ, the Church, as a whole grows stronger.

Scout 2: That would mean if we are not exercising our gifts, then the Church is getting weaker.  This is kind of like when we lie around and don’t exercise our bodies.  Our physical bodies don’t get stronger because we think about exercise.  Our body gets strong when it is exercised.  The same correlation can be made with spiritual gifts and the body of Christ.
Scout 1: Listen to what Paul says about this in 1 Timothy chapter 4 “Train yourself to be godly.  For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.”
Scout 2: The bottom line is as we use our spiritual gifts, the impact will be felt for eternity.
Scout 1: Now, let’s look at discovering our God-given talents.  Question: How do you think we discover spiritual gifts?  Answer: The most common way is to “take a test.” 
Scout 2: Taking a test, like the Badsen-Johnson Spiritual Gift Analysis is a common method for learning or discovering a person’s spiritual gifts.  At Perimeter Church we have a class called Intentional Living: LINK that you may want to take at some point.

Scout 1: However, spiritual gifts are also confirmed by the body.  Tests are good, but not conclusive and can sometimes be misleading, and maybe even harmful as we would lock in on the results of something we are convinced of instead of what the Spirit is leading us to.
Scout 2: Another important point about discovery is no matter the gift mix we are given, it can be used in every service opportunity life in general and the church specifically provides.  In other words, we can’t turn down opportunities to serve with the lame excuse “well, that’s not my spiritual gift.”
Scout 1: Let’s drill down a little further on our discovering our spiritual gifts.  I’d like us to break up into patrols and discuss the questions on the back of the order of worship.  The first question gives a list of spiritual gifts.  Go around the patrol and read each one and its description.  Then ask each other if any of these gifts apply or if there are others, not listed that may apply.  
Scout 2: In fact, ask each other to look at the members of the group to see if they see any of the gifts apply to members of your patrol.  Most of the time this is how it works out, you may have a sense of your gifts, but the local body of Christ that you are in fellowship with confirms those feelings or maybe even brings them to mind when you had no idea the gift or gifts were present in your life.
Scout 1: Spend about 10 minutes on this discussion.  Then shift the conversation for the next 10 minutes to the second question on how our spiritual gifts can be developed and deployed.

Note: Have Scouts break up into patrols and discuss the two questions noted above.  This should take about 20 minutes.
Scout 2: The main ideas for this message were originally constructed by our Scoutmaster Mr. Morrow.  As you would suspect the word deploy comes up a lot in the military.  Mr. Morrow, being an old Navy guy, was probably thinking about this definition of deploy “to place in battle formation or appropriate positions.”  
Scout 1: In the Christian life we are always engaged in a battle.  Whether we are aware of it or not our enemies: the World, our Sin Nature and the Devil are always contending against us.

Scout 2: Therefore, we have no option in this war.  To not deploy our spiritual gifts means that the body will be attacked, much like an infection or virus attacks our physical body.  Therefore, if we fail to deploy our spiritual gifts the Body of Christ will be weakened in its fight against sin and fight to bring salvation to a world that badly needs it.

Scout 1: Let’s close out our time with patrol prayer.  In our prayer time, praise the Holy Spirit for the giving of these gifts.  Seek forgiveness for the times we have not spent discovering or developing or deploying our gifts.  Ask Him to give us discernment on what our spiritual gifts may be, if we do not know, to have the discipline to further develop them and by all means the insight on how and where to deploy them.

Note: Have 10-15 minutes of prayer time to close out this time of the service.

