"Our God-given Talents: Described, Discovered, Developed, and Deployed"

Romans 12:3-8  3For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. 4Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.
1 Corinthians 12:7-10; 28 7Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. 

…
 27Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues.
Ephesians 4:11-16 11It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

14Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 15Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

Q: The following are some notes on Spiritual gifts from the Badsen-Johnson Spiritual Gift Analysis.  Do you think any of these gifts apply to you?  How about the members of your patrol?
· Administration - “[The] unique ability to plan and coordinate the gifts and talents of a group of Christians to reach certain objectives.”

· Discernment - “[The] ability to determine whether certain teachings or actions originate from God, humanity, or Satan.”

· Evangelism - “[The] ability to introduce Jesus Christ to unbelievers clearly and with frequent positive response.”

· Exhortation – “[The] ability to bring out the best in others by means of encouraging, challenging, comforting and guiding.”

· Faith - “[The] ability to see God’s purpose in a situation and to trust His wisdom and power to accomplish that purpose.”

· Giving – “[The] unique capacity to comprehend the financial needs related to the growth of God’s kingdom and to meet those needs by contributing eagerly and generously.”

· Hospitality - “[The] unique capacity to welcome individuals or groups into ones home [or a group] to share fellowship, food, or lodging.”

· Intercession - “[The] ability to pray often and with unusual perseverance with the result that answers to prayer requests are experienced in a remarkable way.”

· Knowledge - “[The] unique capacity to gain deep insight into biblical truth by means of careful research and serious study.

· Leadership – “[The] ability to discern God’s purpose for a group of believers, to set goals to accomplish that purpose, and to motivate others in fulfillment of those goals.

· Mercy – “[The] ability to feel sincere compassion beyond normal Christian sympathy for persons who are in distress and to provide practical support to meet their needs.

· Music - “[The] unique capacity to use the vehicle of music to share one’s relationship with God and to lead others to worship God.

· Serving – “[The] unique capacity to recognize practical needs and to meet them joyfully and efficiently.”

· Shepherding - “[The] ability to care for a specific group of Christians by guiding, nurturing and protecting them.”

· Teaching – “[The] ability to grasp and communicate biblical truths so that Christians comprehend them clearly.”

· Wisdom – “[The] unique capacity to understand how to apply biblical truths to problems or opportunities which face a group of believers."

The above list is not complete, in fact the Bible does not give a definitive list of Spiritual gifts.  One thing is very clear in Scripture is that a person is gifted by the Spirit and with natural ability for the good of the Church.  God expects us to use the gifts He gives us for His glory and the building up of the Body of Christ, not for our own glory and the puffing up of our egos.

Q: How can you use your gifts and talents within the Church, within your patrol and within Troop 317?

