[Note: This message is to be delivered by a single Scout, but will involve interaction from the Troop at various points in the message—reading; question and answer period and our prayer time]
A mature and equipped follower of Jesus Christ is “an effective manager of life, relationships and resources.”  God wants us to practice this type of whole life stewardship as it will bring Him glory, give us great satisfaction in life and point many people to Jesus.  This month we kick off a new series which will cover the topics of contentment, simplicity and rest.  If you can master these three life skills, you will go a long way in being “an effective manager of life, relationships and resources.”  

Question: “How Much Is Enough?”
Answer: The world will scream at you “Just a little bit more!!”  
Today we are going to discuss what Dr. Richard Swenson calls in his book Margin “The Theology of Enough.”   The two points of this theology are noted on the back of your order of worship. The first point is that “God comes first and possessions come second.”  Let’s read Luke 12:13-17 [Note: have a Scout read this passage on the back of the order of worship or from his Bible]
Question: Why did Jesus tell this story?
Answer:  There was a request from the crowd for Jesus to settle a dispute over an inheritance.  Per one commentator, it was common for rabbi’s to handle such disputes.  So, coming to Jesus for this matter isn’t that unusual, but Jesus response leads us to think the man was being greedy.
Question: Do you ever want your fair share of something?  Why?
Answer: This open-ended; allow for a few answers

Question: Do you ever ask for less than your fair share?  Why?

Answer: This open-ended; allow for a few answers; trying to get folks to hone in on what really is fair – what do we deserve?  Especially if we have enough already.

Question: In the story that Jesus has begun to tell about the rich man, what happens to him?

Answer: He got a good crop.  You could say that God blessed him based on the way the text reads…i.e. “The land of a rich man produced plentifully” there is an old saying that fits here “I planted the seed, but God made it grow.”
Question: What do you do when you have too much, like the rich man in Jesus’ story?  Why?

Answer: This open-ended; allow for a few answers

Let’s see what the rich man did with his big crop.  [Note: Have a Scout read Luke 12:18-19]

Question: What did he do with the big crop God had given him?

Answer: He expanded his own kingdom, built bigger barns, sat back and took it easy.

Question: Was that a good idea?  Why?
Answer: This open-ended; allow for a few answers

Let’s see what God thought about it.    [Note: Have a Scout read Luke 12:20-21]

Question: What is the first point in our “theology of enough”?

Answer: God comes fist and possessions come second.

God saw through this man’s greed and self-centeredness.  Now, let’s look at the second point in our “theology of enough”: “Possessions are to be used, not loved” 
Question: What do we worry about when it comes to possessions?
Answer: This open-ended; allow for a few answers

Question: What do we desire and long for in life?
Answer: This open-ended; allow for a few answers

Let’s see how God looks at these questions [Note: have a Scout read Luke 12:22-31]
Question: What does God want us to worry about?

Answer: Nothing.

Question: Does worry add anything to life?

Answer: Stress for one thing, but this open-ended, allow for a few answers.

Question: What does God want us to long for in life?

Answer: One thing and one thing only – His Kingdom and if we do He promises to supply our material needs as well.
Question: Is it easier to trust God to supply your needs and wants?

Answer: Open-ended question, but most folks would say no, in fact it can be scary at times to be completely dependent on God for our needs.

Let’s see how God responds to our fears and concerns over possessions.  [Note: have a Scout read Luke 12:32-34]
Question: What is one way we can tell what is in our hearts?
Answer: The true heart of a man is revealed by what he treasures and too often our possessions posses us.

Question: What is the second point in our “theology of enough?”
Answer: “Possessions are to be used, not loved”

Dr. Swenson concludes his discussion on contentment by suggesting nine steps of obedience for developing a life of contentment.  These nine steps are noted on the back of your order of worship.  Let’s read through those together. [Note: Select nine different Scouts to read these points; comment on them as you feel led].
[Note: Break up into patrols and pray through these nine points.  Note: After about 15 minutes of prayer time, announce that the last person praying in your patrol should finish out the prayer time.  Then you conclude the message with prayer]
