Note: This message is to be delivered by two Scouts, but will involve interaction from the Troop at various points in the message—reading; acting out the parable, etc.
Scout 1: Ecclesiastes 4:12 says “Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.”  For the months of August, September and October we are exploring the theme of being a willing minister to God’s people.  This role as a minister involves developing a “ministry in three strands.”  The three strands we develop as ministers are our heads, hearts and hands.  
Scout 2: In August, we tackled the idea that everyone is a theologian.  It is important to make sure our heads are filled with good theology.  Last month we checked our hearts as we explored how biblical love leads to peace.  This month we close out this series looking at how the hand of God utilizes our hands in reaching out to the “least and the lost.”
Scout 1: Question:  In the Bible we read about the Pharisees and the Teachers of the Law.  How would you describe these people?

Answer: The most common impression of these folks is that they were rule followers and self-righteous.

Have a Scout read Luke 10:25-29
Scout 2: Question:  Jesus is asking this Teacher of the Law for the greatest rule of all the rules God has given.  What does this rule follower say? 

Answer: Essentially love God and love your neighbor.  

Scout 1: This response from the Law is known as “The Great Commandment.”  “The Great Commandment” comes up twice in the New Testament.  In this section of Luke, Jesus is asking the question and a second time in Mark 12 the question is asked of Jesus.  In both cases the answer is given correctly.  

Scout 2: Therefore, to see the Pharisees and Teachers of the Law as just rule followers seems to be a distortion of the whole picture.  They understood what God required was love.  They knew that love was the summation of the Law.  That was not the radical teaching.  The radical teaching to them was how they loved, who they loved, and what motivated them to love in the first place.  They wanted rules.  Jesus gave them something better.  He gave them relationship.
Have a Scout read Luke 10:30-35

Note: Get four Scouts to act out the scene from the parable.  A Scout to be the following characters:

· Two robbers,

· The man who is beaten/robbed,

· The Priest, 
· The Levite and 
· The Samaritan  
Leader re-read Luke 10:30-35 this time having the Scouts act out the parts they have been given.  Have them freeze in place once the parable is done so that you can talk about each person in the story.
Scout 1 Question: What was the road from Jerusalem to Jericho like?
Answer: Tim Keller gives us some background “The road to Jericho was steep and dangerous.  So dangerous…that people called it “the bloody way.”  Jerusalem rests at 3000 feet above sea level, while Jericho, only seventeen miles away , sits on land 1000 feet below the level of the Mediterranean Sea.  The road between the towns descends sharply through mountainous territory full of crags and caves, allowing thieves to hide, strike, and escape with great ease.  Traveling the Jericho road in those days was very much like walking through a dark alley in the worst part of a modern city…” (p. 10 Ministries Of Mercy)
Scout 2: Question: What happens to the victim in this passage from Luke?

Answer: On this dangerous road he is attacked and essentially left for dead.
Scout 1: Question: So, after this man is attacked, a Priest and a Levite passes by on the other side, why?

Answer: Fear and/or The Law…the rules dictated it.  
Scout 2: Tim Keller in his book says this about the possible reasons the Priest passed by first “Consider how you might react if you were anxiously taking a shortcut through a dark alley.  Imagine that you see a groaning man on the ground, conclusive evidence that a…band of thugs is watching you around the corner!  Surely the wisest thing to do is to hurry on to safety and send some official to look after the poor victim.  So you run.
Scout 1: There may have been another, very “religious” reason for the priest and Levite to avoid the man.  Levitical law declared that anyone touching a dead body was ceremonially “unclean” (Numbers 19:11-16), excluding him from worship ceremonies for seven days.   What if the man were dead, or about to die anyway?  How easy it would have been for these religious professionals to think, “This will get in the way of my performing a higher calling!”
Scout 2: So they walked by the man.  In the process however, they also passed by the clear teaching of Scripture—to have mercy on even strangers in need (Leviticus 19:34).

Question: A Samaritan – Half-breed and enemy of the Jews.  He “took pity on him.”  How?  
Answer: He doesn’t run.  He “took pity on him.”  Administered first aide – must have been a Scout!  Took him to an inn
Question: Why? 
Answer: We don’t know because the text doesn’t say.  It could be he knew what it was like to be mistreated or what he had learned from the Law.  
Scout 1  Now, Let’s see how Jesus concludes this discussion of mercy.

Have a Scout read Luke 10:36-37

Question: So, how does Jesus conclude this discussion of mercy?

Answer: By questioning the questioner.  He tells him essentially to “let mercy lead” which is a line from a Rich Mullins song.
Scout 2: Christianity has been described as “one beggar showing another beggar where to find bread.”  The key to showing mercy is realizing as a Christian, you have been shown the greatest mercy of all from God.  He sent His Son to take our punishment.  Therefore, if this mercy was extended to us, we can extend it to others.

Question: Did anyone participate in Perimeter Church’s Unite! “Compassion In Action” Week-end?  What did you do?

Answer: The answers to this question will be wide and varied.  Try and get as many responses as you can in 2-3 minutes.  

Scout 1: The word compassion literally means “to suffer with or alongside of.”  This is the lesson we take from the parable of the Good Samaritan – compassion is the key to showing mercy.  In the case of the Samaritan, he was literally prepared to suffer the same fate as the victim in order to show mercy.  

Scout 2: One must come to understand that God’s concern for the least and the lost is our concern as well.  To summarize what it takes for someone to be “least and lost,” just think if you were that person, would you want to be in their situation of life?  If not, then this person is the least and lost and you are called to show him or her mercy.  

Scout 1: By the way, this description may describe some of us right now.  You are not in a place you want to be in life.  If so, use this passage in Luke as a comfort that our God cares for us and that He will take care of us.
Let’s spend some time now praying toward that end.  By patrol, let’s pray for the following:

1. Thank God for all the effort that we made as a Troop during the recent Compassion In Action week-end.  

2. Thank God for the effort of the many churches that took place in Compassion In Action.  That God is brining His local body of believers in Atlanta together in greater unity to serve the least and lost of our community.

3. Lift up the needs you or your patrol mates may have right now.  Ask God to show you how you can be better servant-leaders with each other and the Troop as a whole.

Note: Pray for about 15 minutes and then ask the last person praying to close out the time for their group.  Then you pray to close out the message/service time.
