Note: This message is to be delivered by two Scouts, but will involve interaction from the Troop at various points in the message

Scout 1: Ecclesiastes 4:12 says “Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.”  For the months of August, September and October we are exploring the theme of being a willing minister to God’s people.  This role as a minister involves developing a “ministry in three strands.”  The three strands we develop as ministers are our heads, hearts and hands.  
Scout 2: Last month we looked at the idea that everyone is a theologian.  It is important to make sure our heads are filled with good theology.  This month we are checking our hearts as we explore how biblical love leads to peace.  Finally, in October we will close out this series looking at how the hand of God utilizes our hands in reaching out to the “least and the lost.”
Scout 1: Jesus tells us in Matthew 5:9 “Blessed are the peacemakers.”  The word blessed literally means happy.  Jesus knew that unresolved conflict leads to unhappiness.  He also knew, in this life, we would always have conflict.  Otherwise, instead of saying “love your enemies”, He would have said “love everybody” without making a condition on the type of person we are to love.

Scout 2: Ken Sande, author of the book The Peacemaker, has this to say about conflict: “The heart's central role in conflict is vividly described in James 4:1-3. If you understand this passage, you will have found a key to preventing and resolving conflict.  Please stand and read this passage with me.
Note: Have everyone stand and read James 4:1-3 (see back of order of worship).
Scout 1:  Sande goes on to say “This passage describes the root cause of destructive conflict: Conflicts arise from unmet desires in our hearts. When we feel we cannot be satisfied unless we have something we want or think we need, the desire turns into a demand. If someone fails to meet that desire, we condemn him in our heart and quarrel and fight to get our way. In short, conflict arises when desires grow into demands and we judge and punish those who get in our way.”
Scout 2:  This is something that the author calls “The Progression of an Idol” – it is noted on the back of your order of worship.  What I’d like to do now is walk you through this progression by illustration and discussion and then spend some time as patrols praying about our deliverance from our idols.

The first step toward idolatry can be, at first, a good thing like “I desire peace” or “I desire a good grade”, but that can quickly turn into “I demand peace” or “I demand a good grade” and demand these good things at any cost.  Let’s see if we can illustrate these two principles with a little improvisation.

Scout 1:  Who saw the movie “Return Of The King”?  Do you remember the opening scene of the movie between Smeagol and Deagol?  I need two volunteers to act out the struggle for the ring for me.  Show us this conflict from the time Deagol is pulled from the boat to the time that Smeagol attempts to take the ring.

Note: Get a couple of Scouts to play the parts and then let them act this out for a few minutes.  If they don’t quite get the scene correct or if you want to reinforce the thought, recap the scene – if they did a good job have the audience recap the scene by asking them what happened.
Scout 2:  Listen to what Ken Sande tells us about this progression “When we see our object of desire as being essential to our fulfillment and well-being, it moves from being a desire to a demand. "I wish I could have this" evolves into "I must have this!" This is where trouble sets in. Even if the initial desire was not inherently wrong, it has grown so strong that it begins to control our thoughts and behavior. In biblical terms, it has become an "idol."

Most of us think of an idol as a statue of wood, stone, or metal worshiped by pagan people. But the concept is much broader and far more personal than that. An idol is anything apart from God that we depend on to be happy, fulfilled, or secure.
Scout 1: How can you discern when a good desire might be turning into a sinful demand? You can begin by prayerfully asking yourself "X-ray" questions that reveal the true condition of your heart.”  
On the backside of your order of worship you will see a list of X-ray” questions, let’s take some time now and discuss some of the idols we all struggle with.
Note: Have them form up in groups of 3 and then give them 5-10 minutes to walk through the 
X-ray questions.  Once they’ve had enough time to discuss them, ask them what kind of idols they came up with?  Spend enough time to get a number of answers from the audience then move to the next section
Scout 2: Continue to think about these questions and use them to root out the idolatry that we all wrestle with. 

After an idol progresses from a desire to a demand, the next step in Sande’s progression of an idol is judgment.  He tells us that “When people fail to satisfy our desires and live up to our expectations, we criticize and condemn them in our hearts if not with our words.”
Scout 1:  Not only do we make judgments against others because of our idols, we most always take the final step in this progression—punishment.  Ken Sande puts it this way “Idols always demand sacrifices. When others fail to satisfy our demands and expectations, our idols demand that they should suffer….This punishment can take many forms. Sometimes we react in…anger, lashing out with hurtful words to inflict pain on those who fail to meet our expectations. When we do so, we are essentially placing others on the altar of our idol and sacrificing them, not with a pagan knife, but with the sharp edge of our tongue. Only when they give in to our desire and give us what we want will we stop inflicting pain upon them.

Scout 2:: But we punish those who don't bow to our idols in numerous other ways as well. 
Question: Besides inflicting harm with angry words, what are some other ways we can punish people who do not give into our idols?

Answer: Fill in with the answers listed below – if necessary:- pouting,
- dirty looks
- walking around with a pained or crushed look on our faces,
- withdrawing from a relationship
- quitting the group (team, troop, discipleship group, etc.)
- acting cool towards another person
- physically hurting them
- speaking lies about the person (slander)
- sharing secrets or private conversations about another person (gossip)
Scout 1: As we read earlier, James 4:1-3 tells us that when we “quarrel and fight” we may even “kill” to get our way.  But even if we don’t kill someone physically, we can murder them in our hearts many times over.    Jesus said in Mark 7:20 "What comes out of a man is what makes him 'unclean.'  Jesus always considers the motive of the heart not the action that results – whether good or bad—as the key to judging our behavior as righteous or sinful.
There is good news for this fatal heart condition that we have, again, Ken Sande tells us, “God has provided the cure for our idolatry by sending His Son to experience the punishment that we deserve because of our sin. Through Jesus Christ we can become righteous in God's sight and find freedom from sin and idolatry. 
Note: Have everyone stand and read Romans 8:1-2 (see back of order of worship).
Scout 2: To receive this forgiveness and freedom, we must acknowledge our sin, repent of it, and put our trust in Jesus Christ (see Acts 3:19; Psalm 32:5). When we do, we are no longer under God's judgment. Instead, He brings us into His family, makes us His children and heirs, and enables us to live a godly life (Galatians 4:4-7). This is the good news of the gospel—forgiveness and eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ!”
Receiving Christ as Lord and Savior may be the greatest need of your heart today.  There is a bumper sticker that plays off the words “N-O” and “K-N-O-W.”  It reads “No Jesus, No Peace; Know Jesus, Know Peace.”  With Christ in your life you can have the peace that Paul tells us in Philippians transcends our understanding.  

Scout 1: However, this life we live now, will always be plagued by the effects of sin until Christ returns.  Even if we have accepted Christ as Lord and Savior, we will still have Christ as our greatest need today.  His death and resurrection delivers us from the ultimate effects of sin and death to be sure, but He also sent to us the Holy Spirit to deliver us from our idols.  Our idols lead us into all sorts of sinful behavior now.  The Spirit is here to lead us to the One True God.

Scout 1: John Piper wrote that "sin is what you do when you are not fully satisfied in God."  On the back of your order of worship is a section that starts off with the sentence “Replacing idol worship with worship of the true God involves several steps.”  We are going to end our time today by breaking up into patrols and praying through these steps.   Use the Scriptures in each section as your guide in asking God to help you know what it means to have His peace and to be a peacemaker because you are fully His.
Note: For this prayer time, break up and use the order of worship praying through each of the five steps.  Take about 10 minutes to do this and then have the last person in each group praying at that moment close out the time for their group. Then close the message out with prayer thanking .God for the work He has done in showing us our idols today and ask Him to continue to work in our hearts to reveal to us any others that may be plaguing us.
