Ministry In Three Strands: Head, Heart and Hand

Heart – Biblical Love: “Blessed Are The Peacemakers”


James 4:1-3 What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that battle within you? You want something but don't get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God. When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.
Progression Of An Idol: “I Desire” (”I Demand”(”I Judge”(”I Punish”
X-Ray Questions

· What am I preoccupied with? What is the first thing on my mind in the morning and the last thing on my mind at night? 
· How would I complete this statement: "If only _____________, then I would be happy, fulfilled, and secure"? 
· What do I want to keep or avoid? 
· Where do I put my trust? 
· What do I fear? 
· When a certain desire is not met, do I feel frustration, anxiety, resentment, bitterness, anger, or depression? 
· Is there something I desire so much that I am willing to disappoint or hurt others in order to have it? 
Romans 8:1-2 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death
Replacing idol worship with worship of the true God involves several steps:

· Repent before God. When we repent and confess our sins and idols, believing in our forgiveness through Christ, we also confess our faith in Christ. Repentance and confession of our faith in the true God is true worship (1 John 1:8-10). "The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise" (Psalm 51:17; see also Isaiah 66:2b). 

· Fear God. Stand in awe of the true God when you are tempted to fear others or are afraid of losing something precious. "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of [all wisdom]" (Proverbs 1:7). "Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell" (Matthew 10:28). "If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? But with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared" (Psalm 130:3-4). 

· Love God. Desire the One who forgives us and provides everything we need instead of looking to other things that cannot save you. "Jesus replied: 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind' " (Matthew 22:37). "Those who seek the LORD lack no good thing" (Psalm 34:10). "Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well" (Matthew 6:33). "Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has nothing I desire besides you. My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever" (Psalm 73:25-26). 

· Trust God. Rely on the One who sacrificed His Son for you and has proven Himself to be absolutely dependable in every situation. "It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man" (Psalm 118:8). "Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding" (Proverbs 3:5). "His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires" (2 Peter 1:3-4). 

· Delight in God. Find your greatest joy in thinking about God, meditating on His works, talking to others about Him, praising Him, and giving Him thanks. "Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart" (Psalm 37:4). "My mouth is filled with your praise, declaring your splendor all day long" (Psalm 71:8). "Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!" (Philippians 4:4). "Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus" (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18). 

From http://www.peacemaker.net/site/c.aqKFLTOBIpH/b.958147/k.4979/Getting_to_the_Heart_of_Conflict.htm and Ken Sande’s book The Peacemaker

