“What Is Truth?”


Note: This message is to be delivered by two Scouts.  The Scripture references should be read by Scouts in the audience.

Scout 1:  Question: What is the Scout motto?  
Answer: “Be Prepared.”

Scout 2: Apologetics is a Greek word, a legal term meaning “to make a defense.”  For Christians it means to make a case for Christ.  It says in 1 Peter 3:15 as Christians we are to “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect”

Scout 1: Question: So, when it comes to being a Christian, how are we to “Be Prepared”?

Answer: As followers of Jesus Christ we are to be prepared to make a case for Christ and do this in a way that is approachable and respectful.

Scout 2: This is the third in a series of three messages on topics related to apologetics.  Apologetics touch on many areas of belief and life related to following Jesus Christ.  In March we looked at the subject of Heaven.  Last month we looked at the real “Axis of Evil”: the Devil, the world and our flesh.  This month we conclude this series in by discussing discernment.

Scout 1:  Question: What is the chief end of man?
Answer: “To glorify God and enjoy Him forever.”

Scout 2: That is our purpose in living – “To glorify God and enjoy Him forever.”  But, for each person in Christ, that purpose will be lived out differently based on the way God has uniquely designed us to live.  Paul tells us in Philippians 2 that we are to have the same mindset as Jesus Christ.  In other words we are to live like He would live.
Scout 1: So, if given your life, how would Jesus live it?  Not "what would Jesus do?” or “WWJD?" because life in Christ is not just about what you do.  The real question is "how would Jesus live?” or “HWJL?"  

Scout 2: Life in Christ is defined by who you are becoming.  Christianity is not simply reformation of a person’s character.  Living in Christ completely transforms a person.  
Scout 1: So, how would Jesus live as you?  What would He do each day, what would He listen to on His I-Pod?  Maybe He likes Microsoft and He has a Zune?  Would He watch movies and T.V.?  What would He watch?  How about books, the internet, and all other activities that take up our time?
Scout 2: Jesus told the Pharisees that “Wisdom is proved right by her actions.”  In order to act, it is important to prepare as we noted in the Scout motto earlier.  For the remainder of our time, we are going to explore areas of life that can shape our view of the world: music, TV and film and print media (books, magazines and the Internet).  To do that, we will use this quote from Rudyard Kipling as our rubric or guide for how to question these areas of life.

Note: Have a Scout read the quote by Rudyard Kipling given on the order of worship

Scout 1: Question: What is Christian music?

Answer: [Note: allow for a few minutes of discussion and point out the following, which will also be on the order of worship:]  
According to columnist Terry Mattingly there are at least six or seven competing definitions:

1. “Christian music” consists of hymns

2. If music can be played or sung in worship services, then it’s “Christian.”

3. “Christian music” can be found in all types of music.

4. All forms of music are acceptable, even heavy metal rock or rap as long as the songs contain clear evangelistic messages.

5. “Christian songs” must contain some “God-talk.”

6. “Christian music” is music made by artists who are publicly identified as believers, and their art—to one degree or another—reflects this Christian worldview.

Scout 2: Mattingly goes on to say U2’s “Bono has another definition.  He once told me that he thinks ‘Christian music’ does not exist.  Why?  It’s arrogant for sinful people—he put himself at the top of the list—to sell their music by using the label “Christian” as a marketing device.”

Scout 1: We can take the above scenario and apply it to all things labeled “Christian” – books, movies, TV, etc.  If the above definitions aren’t satisfying, then how would we define anything as Christian?  That is what we will attempt to do now.  For each area of media we explore, we first start by looking at a passage of Scripture.
Note: Have a Scout read Ephesians 5:18b-20 on the back of the order of worship

Scout 2: This passage in Ephesians 5 tells us to be filled with the Spirit.  This filling is a topic for another time, but you can see that the Spirit will provoke us to sing.  Music is important to God and not just in church.  So, let’s explore music using Kipling’s “serving-men.”
Note: The following questions are open-ended, meant to generate discussion. There are no “right answers” but we want to tie back to the Scripture above and a Christians’ purpose for living “To glorify God and enjoy Him forever.”  Take a few minutes to address each one.
What kinds of music do we listen to?
Why do we listen to it? 
When and how do we listen to it?  
Where do listen to it?  
Who is listening to it?

Scout 1: Now, let’s turn to film and TV.
Note: The following questions are open-ended, meant to generate discussion. There are no “right answers” but we want to tie back to the Scripture above and a Christians’ purpose for living “To glorify God and enjoy Him forever.” Take a few minutes to address each one.
What are your favorite TV shows or movies?
Why?
When do you watch movies or TV?
Where?
How long?
Who do you watch with?

Scout 2: Finally, let’s turn to print – whether it’s a book, a magazine or comic book or even the internet.  

Note: Have a Scout read Proverbs 16:21

Scout 1: In the NIV, the text note for this verse says “words make a man persuasive.”  Words we take in from print influence us.  It has been said that “a picture is worth a thousand words” we would have to consider them even more carefully than printed text – this is especially true with the Internet.  Great caution must be taken when surfing the Web and TV for, just like the ocean we surf in, there are sharks ready to bite in the form of soft and hardcore pornography and jelly fish ready to sting with vulgar language and extreme violence.   
Note: The following questions are open-ended, meant to generate discussion. There are no “right answers” but we want to tie back to the Scripture above and a Christians’ purpose for living “To glorify God and enjoy Him forever.” Take a few minutes to address each one.
What magazines, newspapers, books and/or comics do you read?
What websites do you enjoy?

Why?
Where you do you buy your books, magazines and other print media?
How often do you make a purchase?
Whose writing do you enjoy?

Scout 2:  The Center for Parent/Youth Understanding suggests the "3D" approach for media.  Discover what the movie, show, book or song is all about; discern whether it fits with your values and standards (based on God’s Word); then decide whether it should be part of your media diet.

Scout 1: Now, after covering our media diet, we may see that we are healthy or maybe we need to change our “eating habits” as it relates to the types of media we consume.  As we make these decisions we have to remember that not everyone has reached the same conclusions as we have regarding media.  So, if we see a friend who is not “eating healthy” as it relates to media, we need to remember to “speak the truth in love.”
Note:  Have a couple of Scouts read Ephesians 4:14-15 and Matthew 10:28

Scout 2: A Scout is reverent not tolerant as it relates to what is true.  Reverence is a gesture of respect, but tolerance is the avoidance of conflict.  When it comes to truth, one cannot afford to be tolerant, but one should always strive to be reverent.

Scout 1: One can be respectful and in conflict with another.  Too often people are afraid of the conflict and that is the point of Matthew 10:28 who should we really be afraid of – men or God?  

Note: Have a Scout read John 18:33-38a
Scout 2: Note carefully Pilate’s question “What is truth?”  As Christians or as one seeking Christ, these questions should be asked, using our Kipling model: 
“What is mankind’s initial condition in life and why are we this way?”  
“When did this all start and how did it start?” 
“Where can we turn for help and who knows the answers?”
Scout 1: The gospel or good news is that our salvation is a gift of God.  It is all you need to obtain eternal life and live a life that is spiritually healthy and whole.  It’s yours for the asking!  If you feel this is something you want to do today, pray this prayer silently while I pray it out loud.  A Scout is reverent:

“Lord Jesus, I admit that I am a sinner who deserves eternal punishment.  I do believe You paid the penalty by Your death on the cross.  So right now I invite you to be my Savior and Lord and to take residence in my life.  Thank you for hearing my prayer and indwelling my life.  Amen”

Scout 2: If you prayed this prayer, you have taken the first step in your journey with Jesus Christ.  Tell someone about it.  You can talk to me or, any of the Troop 317 adult leaders here today.   We want to encourage you in your walk with Christ.

Scout 1: Faith in Christ, being a Christian is about character.  It is about who you are in Christ, not what you do for Christ.  Becoming a Christian is transformational.  Spiritually you are born again.  So, start off small, start reading the Gospel of John a little bit each day (a chapter, a few paragraphs, etc.).  Write down the answers you find to this question: “What things do I know are true in what I’ve just read?”  Pray to God and ask Him to fill you with His Spirit to show you more about Him.  He will make sure you are prepared to face this life and the life to come.

Scout 2: We will now conclude our time together by having some prayer time together.  Pray through the Scriptures on the back of the order of worship encouraging and lifting up the Scout on your left and the Scout on your right.   Thank God for this band of brothers He has given you to support you in Scouts and, hopefully, all of life.
