“Critical Thinking Without Being Critical”

“What Is Truth?”

“I keep six honest serving-men (They taught me all I knew); Their names are What and Why and When And How and Where and Who.”  - Rudyard Kipling
According to columnist Terry Mattingly there are at least six or seven competing definitions of Christian Music::

1. “Christian music” consists of hymns

2. If music can be played or sung in worship services, then it’s “Christian.”

3. “Christian music” can be found in all types of music.

4. All forms of music are acceptable, even heavy metal rock or rap as long as the songs contain clear evangelistic messages.

5. “Christian songs” must contain some “God-talk.”

6. “Christian music” is music made by artists who are publicly identified as believers, and their art—to one degree or another—reflects this Christian worldview.

Ephesians 5:18b-20 Be filled with the Spirit. Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Matthew 6:22-23 "The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!

Proverbs 16:21 The wise in heart are called discerning, and pleasant words promote instruction. 

The Center for Parent/Youth Understanding suggests the "3D" approach for media.  Discover what the movie, show, book or song is all about; discern whether it fits with your values and standards (based on God’s Word); then decide whether it should be part of your media diet.
Ephesians 4:14-15 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.

Matthew 10:28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.

John 18:33-38a Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, "Are you the king of the Jews?" "Is that your own idea," Jesus asked, "or did others talk to you about me?" 

 "Am I a Jew?" Pilate replied. "It was your people and your chief priests who handed you over to me. What is it you have done?"  Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place." 

 "You are a king, then!" said Pilate. Jesus answered, "You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me." 

 "What is truth?" Pilate asked.
1 – Pop Goes Religion: Faith In Popular Culture pp 3-4 by Terry Mattingly

