April (Messenger): ”A Battle To Fight”


Note: This message can be delivered by two Scouts.  However, the Scripture references should be read by Scouts in the audience.

Scout 1: Question: What is the Scout motto?  Answer: “Be Prepared.”

Scout 2: Apologetics is a Greek word, a legal term meaning “to make a defense.”  For Christians it means to make a case for Christ.  It says in 1 Peter 3:15 as Christians we are to “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect”

Scout 1: Question: So, when it comes to being a Christian, how are we to “Be Prepared”?

Answer: As followers of Jesus Christ we are to be prepared to make a case for Christ and do this in a way that is approachable and respectful.

Scout 2: This is the second in a series of three messages on topics related to apologetics.  Apologetics touch on many areas of belief and life related to following Jesus Christ.  Last month we looked at the subject of Heaven.  This month we will look at the real “Axis of Evil” and we will conclude this series in May by discussing discernment.

Scout 1:  In his State of the Union address of 2002, President Bush called Iraq, Iran and North Korea an “axis of evil”.   In World War II the principal evil axis powers were Germany, Italy and Japan.  But, there has always existed an ultimate axis of evil.  From the fall of mankind to today this axis of evil has been infinitely more damaging than all other human axis of evil combined.

Scout 2: We read about this most diabolic axis of evil in Ephesians 2:1-2.   

Note: Have a Scout read Ephesians 2:1-2 from the back of the order of worship.

Scout 1: Question: So, who are the three enemies we face in this axis of evil?

Answer: The world, Satan and our own flesh or sin nature.
Scout 2: Whether we recognize it or not we are in a battle against these three enemies each day of our life.

Scout 1: To prepare for this battle we must be willing to confront the brutal facts about life.  We must recognize that our enemies are relentless in this war against us.  

Scout 2: To illustrate this point, let’s look at something author Jim Collins, in his book Good To Great, calls “the Stockdale Paradox.”  
Scout 1: A paradox, according to Webster’s Dictionary is “a statement that is seemingly contradictory or opposed to common sense and yet is perhaps true.”  Stockdale is Navy Admiral Jim Stockdale who told something to Mr. Collins that seems paradoxical or contradictory to how most of us would think.  But most of us have not been in the horrific conditions that Admiral Stockdale has been through.  Let’s here a bit more about him.
Scout 2: “Admiral Jim Stockdale…was the highest ranking United States military officer in the “Hanoi Hilton” prisoner-of-war camp during the height of the Vietnam War. Tortured over 20 times during his eight-year imprisonment from 1965 to 1973, Stockdale lived out the war without any prisoner's rights, no set release date, and no certainty as to whether he would even survive to see his family again. He shouldered the burden of command; doing everything he could to create conditions that would increase the number of prisoners who would survive unbroken, while fighting an internal war against his captors and their attempts to use the prisoners for propaganda. 
Scout 1: At one point, he beat himself with a stool and cut himself with a razor, deliberately disfiguring himself, so that he could not be put on videotape as an example of a “well-treated prisoner.” He exchanged secret intelligence information with his wife through their letters, knowing that discovery would mean more torture and perhaps death. He instituted rules that would help people to deal with torture (no one can resist torture indefinitely, so he created a step-wise system—after x minutes, you can say certain things—that gave the men milestones to survive toward). 
Scout 2: He instituted an elaborate internal communications system to reduce the sense of isolation that their captors tried to create, which used a five-by-five matrix of tap codes for alpha characters. (Tap-tap equals the letter “a”, tap-pause-tap-tap equals the letter “b”, tap-tap-pause-tap equals the letter “f”, and so forth, for 25 letters, with c doubling for k.)  After his release, Stockdale became the first three-star officer in the history of the navy to wear both aviator wings and the Congressional Medal of Honor.”
Scout 1: When Mr. Collins finally met Admiral Stockdale he thought “[How] on earth did he deal with it when he was actually there and did not know the end of the story?”

Scout 2: Stockdale replied “I never lost faith in the end of the story.  I never doubted not only that I would get out, but also that I would prevail in the end and turn the experience into the defining event of my life, which, in retrospect, I would not trade.”
Scout 1: From this point Collins and Stockdale had this conversation.  I’ll take the role of Mr. Collins and my friend here Admiral Stockdale.  
"Who didn't make it out?"

Scout 2: "Oh that's easy…the optimists."

Scout 1:"The optimists? I don't understand”.

Scout 2: "The optimists. Oh, they were the ones who said, 'We're going to be out by Christmas.' And Christmas would come, and Christmas would go. Then they'd say, 'We're going to be out by Easter.' And Easter would come and Easter would go. And then Thanksgiving, and then it would be Christmas again. And they died of a broken heart….This is the important lesson. You must never confuse faith that you will prevail in the end—which you can not afford to lose—with the discipline to confront the most brutal facts of your current reality, whatever they might be.”

Scout 1: Did you catch that last part?  “You must never confuse faith that you will prevail in the end—which you can not afford to lose—with the discipline to confront the most brutal facts of your current reality, whatever they might be.”
Scout 2: Question: How does the Bible end?

Answer: With the return of Christ, the judgement of mankind and the creation of a new heaven and new earth.  Note: There may be more dialogue, but this is the gist of the answer.

Scout 1: Question: So, as Christians, in the end of it all, do we prevail?  Do we win?

Answer: Yes.  We most definitely prevail in this war we are in with Satan, the world and our own flesh

Scout 2: You see, like Admiral Stockdale in Viet Nam we too are in a great war.  The stakes in this war are much higher than those of Viet Nam.  But like Viet Nam, it is not consider by some, especially the church in America, to even be a war.  
Scout 1: Ephesians 6:12 tells us of this war that we all are a part of and are called to engage in. 
Note: Have a Scout read Ephesians 6:12

Scout 2: To fight this battle, we first must confront the brutal facts related to our three enemies and devise a strategy for each of them.
Scout 1: First, with Satan, we begin by brining him back into our real beliefs and the way we evaluate life.
Note: Have a Scout read 1 Peter 5:8-9

Scout 2: We are called to “resist the Devil.”  We need to understand his tactics.  Author John Eldredge tells us of three stages of assault from the Evil One.  
Scout 1: First, he tries to tell us “I’m not here—this is just you.”  His first and probably greatest victory in our time is to mask his very presence.  
Scout 2: But when we acknowledge his presence then he moves to the next tactic – that of intimidation.  He will be “trying to intimidate us back into line” with the rest of society.  
Scout 1: Finally, when that doesn’t work, he says “Let’s cut a deal.”  He wants us to live for Christ but keep it to ourselves.  “Stay in your Christian culture,” he says, “leave the rest to me!”  Brothers, we must respond to these tactics by living a Spirit-filled and Spirit-directed life in the world.

Scout 2:  But while we live in the world, we must not be of the world.  To beat this second enemy of the world, you must expose the counterfeits it offers you—counterfeit battles, adventures and beauties. 
Note: Have a Scout read 1 John 2:15-17

Scout 1:  The love of the World is not healthy for a follower of Christ.  It could even be a sign that a person is not really a true follower of Jesus.  Therefore we must encourage one another daily as Hebrews 3:12-14 tells us.
Note: Have a Scout read Hebrews 3:12-14

Scout 2: In Scouting, we band together in patrols.  Question: How can your patrol, your band of brothers, help to encourage one another daily?

Answers: Answers will be wide and varied, but look for those ideas that build up the person in the group and the group as a whole such as the call for prayer with and for each other and accountability within the group, serving one another, building friendships, etc.  We will close our service with a time of prayer for each other in this battle. 
Scout 1: Comic strip character Pogo, shown on the back of your order of worship, was noted as saying “We have met the enemy and he is us.”  

Scout 2: Romans 7:21-24 tells us “So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. For in my inner being I delight in God's law; but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members. What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?”
Scout 1: To beat the enemy called the flesh, we must confront the brutal fact that in sin we have lost it all.  We’ve lost it all, but Jesus paid it all, so we that in Christ we get it all.  Romans 7:25a gives us our hope for deliverance saying “Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!”  Every Christian has this hope for deliverance from his own flesh or sin nature.

Scout 2: The gospel or good news is that our salvation is a gift of God.  It is all you need to obtain eternal life and to win this battle we are all in.  It’s yours for the asking!  If you feel this is something you want to do today, pray this prayer silently while I pray it out loud.  A Scout is reverent:

“Lord Jesus, I admit that I am a sinner who deserves eternal punishment.  I do believe You paid the penalty by Your death on the cross.  So right now I invite you to be my Savior and Lord and to take residence in my life.  Thank you for hearing my prayer and indwelling my life.  Amen”

Scout 1: If you prayed this prayer, you have taken the first step in your journey with Jesus Christ.  Tell someone about it.  You can talk to one of us or, any of the Troop 317 adult leaders here today.   We want to encourage you in your walk with Christ.

Scout 2: Faith in Christ, being a Christian is about character.  It is about who you are in Christ, not what you do for Christ.  Becoming a Christian is transformational.  Spiritually you are born again.  So, start off small, start reading the Gospel of John a little bit each day (a chapter, a few paragraphs, etc.).  Write down the answers you find to this question: “What things do I know are true in what I’ve just read?”  Pray to God and ask Him to fill you with His Spirit to show you more about Him.  He will make sure you are prepared to face this life and the life to come.
Scout 1: We will now conclude our time together by breaking up in to patrols and having some prayer time together.  Pray through the Scriptures on the back of the order of worship encouraging and lifting up the Scout on your left and the Scout on your right.   Thank God for this band of brothers He has given you to support you in Scouts and, hopefully, all of life.
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