Scout’s Own Message for March: Heaven


Note: This message can be delivered by two Scouts.  However, the Scripture references should be read by Scouts in the audience.

Scout 1: Question: What is the Scout motto?  Answer: “Be Prepared.”

Scout 2: Apologetics is a Greek word, a legal term meaning “to make a defense.”  For Christians it means to make a case for Christ.  It says in 1 Peter 3:15 as Christians we are to “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect”

Scout 1: Question: So, when it comes to being a Christian, how are we to “Be Prepared”?

Answer: As followers of Jesus Christ we are to be prepared to make a case for Christ and do this in a way that is approachable and respectful.

Scout 2: This is the first in a series of three messages on topics related to apologetics.  Apologetics touch on many areas of belief and life related to following Jesus Christ.  This month we are looking at the subject of Heaven.  Next month we will look at the real “Axis of Evil” – the World, Flesh and the Devil and we will conclude this series in May by discussing discernment.

Scout 1: Today we will briefly address the following questions on heaven: 

· Where is heaven?

· Is there time in heaven?

· Will we recognize others in heaven?

· Will we all be equal in heaven?

· What will we do in heaven?

· What about hell? 

In looking at answers to these questions we will draw upon the Scriptures and concepts presented in Barry Morrow’s book Heaven Observed.

Note: Have a Scout read Revelation 21:1-4

Scout 2: Question: Based on Revelation 21:1-4, where is heaven?

Answer: It’s here on earth, but not the earth we know now, but a new earth.

Scout 1: Is there time in heaven?  Psalm 90:4 says “For a thousand years in Your sight are like a day that has gone by, or like a watch in the night.”  “It seems that in some incomprehensible way, God sees each moment as an eternity, and eternity as a moment.  Because of this multidimensional perspective, He sees the beginning as well as the end.  God sees, understands, and knows all points in space-time as in one moment…
[Yet] another matter that needs to be addressed is the meaning of ‘eternity.’  Popular misconceptions about eternity include seeing it as some vague, unimaginably long time or as “unending time,” both of which would naturally lead to the commonly voiced sentiment about Heaven, “Isn’t Heaven going to be boring – being finally made perfect and with nothing to do?!”
Scout 2: “Perhaps a better way of understanding eternity is to see it as ‘timeless moments.’  If we think about how we presently live life, we would have to admit that oftentimes we experience timeless moments, which may very well serve as hints of what time will be like in Heaven.  

Scout 1: “Timeless moments during our lives tend to be those occasions when we are surrounded by our family and friends, such as when we gather for a birthday party…As such, eternity would be a different dimension of time, having more dimensions than time as we presently know it, and would be more like a point as the pure present, rather than being spread out into the future like a line.”

Scout 2: “Whoa! That’s hurting my brain!
Scout 1: Tell me about it!  We better move on before our heads explode. 

Note: Have a Scout read Genesis 2:15 and Revelation 19:6-7 from the back of the order of worship or his Bible.
Scout 2: These two passages address what we will do in Heaven.  The short answer is work and party!
Scout 1: Not in the order!  That second passage is telling us about the big party that awaits all of those who are in Christ.  It is known as “The Wedding Feast of the Lamb” and it will be some party.  There will be feasting, drinking and great merriment by all present.  Sounds like fun, huh?

Scout 2: Yeah, but what about the work?  That doesn’t sound like fun.

Scout 1: You’re thinking like the fallen man – which is how we all think here in a fallen world.  The work of heaven will be different than what we experience now.  It will be the work we were meant to do without the impediments of our sin and the sins of others getting in our way.

Scout 2: Tell me more…

Scout 1: You see, “behind the question “What we will do in heaven?’…is the modern, utilitarian perspective on life” that is “what we do…is more important than who we are.”  But, that is not the way God view’s us.  In His economy who we are is more important that what we do.

Scout 2: Therefore, if we are in a perfected or glorified state in Heaven, then we will be eager to do anything that needs to be done or we are at liberty to do.

Scout 1: Right!  Anything beyond this is just guessing, but we’ll leave this point with the words of C.S. Lewis from Mere Christianity:  “There is no need to be worried by…people who try to make the Christian hope of ‘Heaven’ ridiculous by saying they do not want ‘to spend eternity playing harps.’  The answer to such people is that if they cannot understand books written for grown-ups, they should not talk about them.  All the scriptural imagery (harps, crowns, gold, etc.) is, of course, a merely symbolical attempt to express the inexpressible…

People who take these symbols literally might as well think that when Christ told us to be like doves, He meant that we were to lay eggs.”

Scout 2: In other words the “yolks” on them! 

Scout 1: That was a very bad pun.  Next question.

Scout 2:  Question: Will we recognize others in heaven?  What do you all think?
Answer: After some answers are given have a Scout read 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17.  

Scout 1: This passage refers to the ultimate “communion of the saints.”   This along with Jesus post-resurrection appearances seem to indicate we will be together and recognize each other.

Scout 2: Or to quote Scottish author George MacDonald “Shall we be greater fools in Paradise than we are here?”

Scout 1: Question: So, if we recognize each other, will we all be equal?  What do you all think?
Answer: After some answers have a Scout read 2 Corinthians 5:10.  

Scout 2: This passage indicates we will be judged on the basis of our life here on earth.  Since that judgment for Christians will not be the basis of our salvation, then it would seem to have merit towards our standing in heaven.  “Fundamentally, we are stewards of everything we possess and all that we are.”  “Everything that has been granted to us in life is given to us as a spiritual opportunity to build God’s kingdom.”  As the parable of the talents in Matthew 25 seems to indicate, “rewards...relate to our further ability or capacity for spiritual growth, development, and service to the Lord.”   It is not hard to comprehend that others will have given more focus and effort toward this end than others. “ 

Scout 1: For example, the thief on the cross as compared to Martin Luther.  Both would be in heaven as they are assured of salvation for their faith in the work of Christ, but Luther would likely stand above the thief in the Kingdom.

Scout 2: However, lest we forget, “God’s justice is not ours and His assessment may not be according to human standards of justice.  This is beautifully illustrated in the parable of the vineyard workers in Matthew 20 1:1-16.  Christ tells of how a landowner gave the same compensation to workers who went into the fields at 5PM as to those who went out at 9AM. 
Scout 1: So, like I said, the thief on the cross would likely stand above Martin Luther in the Kingdom.

Scout 2: Maybe…”Jesus declares that He has the right to do what He wishes with what is His own, thus as it says in Matthew 20:16 ‘the last shall be first, and the first shall be last’.

Scout 1: Finally, we come to the 800 pound gorilla in the room – the subject of hell.

Scout 2: People nowadays reject the doctrine of hell for a number of reasons.  Most of them come down to the fact that it doesn’t sound right to them.  The common objection is a God who is good and loving would never do this to His creation.
Scout 1: However, we all must remember the words of C.S. Lewis who said that people “always think you are recommending Christianity not because it is true but because it is good.  And in every discussion they will at every moment try to escape the issue “True—or False” into stuff about a good society, or morals….One must keep on pointing out that Christianity is a statement which, if false, is of no importance, and if true, of infinite importance.  The one thing it cannot be is moderately important.”

Scout 2: Like that old Doobie Brothers song “Jesus Is Just Alright With Me”?

Scout 1: Exactly!   Question: So, Scouts, when talking about truth or the Truth where do we turn?

Answer: The Bible.

Note: Have a Scout read Mark 9:42-48 and Revelation 20:15
Scout 2: These passages of Scripture and others like it point to the reality of hell for those not in Christ.  Using the words of R.C. Sproul, we can summarize the doctrine of Hell this way:

1. The suffering of hell is beyond any experience of misery found in this world.
2. Hell is clearly included in the teaching of Jesus.

3. If the biblical descriptions of hell are symbols, then the reality will be worse than the symbols

4. Hell is the presence of God in His wrath and judgment.

5. There is no cruelty in hell. Hell will be a place of perfect justice.

6. Hell is eternal.  There is no escape through either repentance or annihilation.

Scout 1: Dr. Sproul concludes his discussion of hell with these words: “Hell…is an eternity before the righteous, ever-burning wrath of God, a suffering torment from which there is not escape and no relief.  Understanding this is crucial to our drive to appreciate the work of Christ and to preach His gospel.”
Scout 2: The gospel or good news is that our salvation is a gift of God.  It is all you need to obtain eternal life.  It’s yours for the asking!  If you feel this is something you want to do today, pray this prayer silently while I pray it out loud.  A Scout is reverent:

“Lord Jesus, I admit that I am a sinner who deserves eternal punishment.  I do believe You paid the penalty by Your death on the cross.  So right now I invite you to be my Savior and Lord and to take residence in my life.  Thank you for hearing my prayer and indwelling my life.  Amen”

Scout 1: If you prayed this prayer, you have taken the first step in your journey with Jesus Christ.  Tell someone about it.  You can talk to one of us or, any of the Troop 317 adult leaders here today.   We want to encourage you in your walk with Christ.

Scout 2: Faith in Christ, being a Christian is about character.  It is about who you are in Christ, not what you do for Christ.  Becoming a Christian is transformational.  Spiritually you are born again.  So, start off small, start reading the Gospel of John a little bit each day (a chapter, a few paragraphs, etc.).  Write down the answers you find to this question: “What things do I know are true in what I’ve just read?”  Pray to God and ask Him to fill you with His Spirit to show you more about Him.  He will make sure you are prepared to face this life and the life to come.
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