[Note: This message is to be delivered by a single Scout, but will involve interaction from the Troop at various points in the message—reading; question and answer period and our prayer time]
A mature and equipped follower of Jesus Christ is “an effective manager of life, relationships and resources.”  God wants us to practice this type of whole life stewardship as it will bring Him glory, give us great satisfaction in life and point many people to Jesus.  
This is the second month in a series covering the topics of contentment, simplicity and rest.  If you can master these three life skills, you will go a long way in being “an effective manager of life, relationships and resources.”  

A Scout is thrifty.  Question: What does it mean to be thrifty?

Answer: (allow time for responses and then give the following definition) Thrifty, according to Webster’s dictionary, means thriving by industry and frugality: prosperous.  In other words, if you work smart and live within your means, you will prosper.
Being thrifty is part of a lifestyle called simplicity.  This concept is discussed in Dr. Richard Swenson’s book Margin.  Let’s look at some thoughts put forth by the good doctor in his book

A person living a life of simplicity is focused on function and purpose as opposed to appearance.  A question when considering a life of simplicity is “Who are we trying to please?”  

Question: What is the chief end of man?  
Answer: To glorify God and enjoy Him forever.  
Someone has rightly said, that anything that doesn’t glorify God is sin.  Keep this in mind as we talk through this idea of simplicity.  A good way to understand the simple life is to contrast what living simply is and what it is not.  (refer to the chart on the back of the order of worship).
Simplicity is free.  Galatians 5:1 says “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.”  “This frees us from anxiety—about our reputations, our possessions…tomorrow.  Jesus tells us in Matthew 11:29 that in Him we have “rest for our souls.”  Simplicity is free for us because “Jesus paid it all.”
Simplicity is not easy.  It is not easy because of “progress.”  This is especially true in the area of technological progress.  We are urged to use the latest and greatest gizmos and gadgets  however we should remember the words of Leonardo da Vinci who said “simplicity is the ultimate sophistication.”  
Simplicity is uncluttered.  “Emotionally, we release our worries, we reconcile relationships, we forgive our enemies and we begin anew each day.  Materially, instead of possession gluttony, we practice de-accumulation.”

Simplicity is not legalistic.  As Christians we have liberty to live as God calls us to live.  As Paul says in Romans 14:12 “each of us will give an account of himself to God.”  So, we should not try to impose the way we live on others.
Simplicity is focused.  “We bind ourselves to that which has eternal value.  This does not mean we do not “ pick up our rooms “or take out the garbage.  But it does mean that we understand who God is and what His priorities for our lives are—and then follow them.

Simplicity is not poor. There are two bad theologies in America.  There is the health and wealth crowd who live like the “rich fool” in Luke 12.  The flip side are the ascetic and poverty crowd.  To be ascetic means to live in “strict self-denial.”  Someone who would shun material goods and comforts wrongly thinking this is a service to God.  God wants us to steward the resources He gives us.  Like in the parable of the talents in Luke 19, that could be more or less, but the expectation is that we would steward these resources well and we would do it for Him and share in His happiness as a result.

(Have a Scout read Micah 6:8 on the back of order of worship) 
Micah 6:8 is the summation of simplicity.  So, how do we act “justly”, mercifully and humbly?  Let’s look at some ways that Dr. Swenson suggests for living a life of simplicity. 
(refer to the list on the back of the order of worship and have Scouts read each of the three points (that is, Scout 1 reads point 1 and the bullet points below it, Scout 2 reads point 2, etc)
(Re-read Micah 6:8)   Living out this verse is a great way for a Scout to be thrifty.
Have Scouts stand and sing the song Micah 6:8

Patrol prayer to close

[Note: Break up into patrols and pray through these three areas of focus.  Note: After about 15 minutes of prayer time, announce that the last person praying in your patrol should finish out the prayer time.  Then you conclude the message with prayer]
