Notes before you start: This message is delivered by two Scouts 

Scout 1: This is the final message in a three part series looking at these questions regarding manhood:

· What is a man? 

· What are a man’s responsibilities?  

· What does a man believe?  

· How does a man behave?  

· What should a man try to achieve?

Scout 2: Author Robert Lewis gives us this definition of manhood: “A man is someone who rejects passivity, accepts responsibility, leads courageously and expects a greater reward – God’s reward.”  This month we are looking at how ‘real men lead courageously.’  

Scout 1: Question Who are some men that you would call leaders? Answer Answers will probably vary widely as the definition of leadership varies widely, just get names.
Scout 2: Question Webster defines a leader as “a person who has commanding authority or influence.”  Do these men we’ve named exhibit a commanding authority or influence in the lives of those they lead?  Answer The answer should be yes, if they are good leaders.  
Scout 1: Even if they are good leaders of bad character (e.g. Hilter was a good leader in terms of Webster’s definition, but not a man of good character).  However, above all leaders, Christ exhibits both authority and influence in the lives of His true followers and He is a leader of perfect character.  Let’s take a closer look at His example of leadership.
Note: Have a Scout read Hebrews 12:1-2
Scout 2: Question When reading the Bible and you see the word ‘Therefore’ it is important to ask what it is there for?  So, in Hebrews 12:1, what is the ‘Therefore’ there for?
Answer It is a reference to the men and women listed in chapter 11.  These were leaders mentioned in the Scriptures who followed God.  
Scout 1: These leaders are our examples when we struggle in following Christ.  More importantly, their lives all point to their only hope – God.  The author of Hebrews goes on to encourage us to “fix our eyes on Jesus.”  He is the ultimate model of leadership.  Let’s take a closer look at four areas of His leadership style that will help us in becoming men who lead courageously.
Scout 2: Stu Weber was a member of the Army’s Special Forces in Vietnam and is now the senior pastor of Good Shepherd Community Church near Gresham, Oregon.  He is a leader who will give us some insight into four key aspects of our leader, Jesus Christ.  Stu calls these qualities the “four pillars of biblical manhood:” King, Warrior, Mentor and Friend.  Let’s take a look at them one at a time and see how we can relate them to our lives as leaders and men.
Scout 1: Revelation 19:16 tells us that Jesus is the King of kings and Lord of lords.  God also calls us to rule over His creation.
Scout 2: Genesis 1:26 tells us “Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.’
Scout 1: The fall of mankind into sin has led us to reverse this mandate to rule over creation.  We are now serving the creation and not the Creator who is our King.  To be a good leader you first have to be a good follower.  If we are going to be a part of God’s Kingdom, we are charged to follow Christ.  He is our King and Lord literally our Master or Boss.  Not only is Jesus our King, He is also a Warrior.
Scout 2: In Exodus 15:3, after God had overthrown Pharaoh’s army, Moses gives a triumph shout before the people of Israel that “The Lord is a Warrior, The Lord is His name!”  The name used here is The Lord of Hosts – which means He is the commander of the armies of Heaven.  These are the Angels.

Scout 1: Question What is the first thing an Angel usually says to someone in the Bible? Answer An Angel will say “Do not be afraid” or “Fear not.”  
Scout 2:  Question Why will Angels say “fear not”?   Answer Because Angels are fearsome creatures.  They are powerful and God commands them.  He is their leader.
Scout 1: Question What is your picture of Jesus Christ?  Is He “Mr. Rogers with a beard” or someone like Aragorn from the Lord of The Rings?  Is Jesus just a nice guy?
Answer If Jesus is just a nice guy, then why was He brutally beaten and crucified?  You don’t kill Mr. Rogers, but you would possibly kill someone you perceive to be a threat to your way of life.  
Scout 2: In the Lord of The Rings, as the story unfolded, it became clear that Aragorn was a man that men could follow.  As you read the Gospels, studying the life of Christ, you find that Jesus, the God-man, is a man that men followed and a leader who laid down His life for His followers.  That was just the opening battle of a great spiritual war – what Paul calls in Ephesians 6:12 a ‘struggle…against the rulers, against the authorities, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.’
Scout 1: Here’s the picture one of His followers, John, paints of His return to end this great spiritual war we are in.  
Note: Have a Scout read Revelation 19:11-16

Scout 2: Question Do you still think Jesus is just a nice guy?
Answer This is primarily a rhetorical question, but in light of the above passage you may get some responses hopefully pointing to the fact that He is not just a nice guy.

Scout 1: In addition to being our King and Warrior, Jesus is also our Mentor.  He was the first Disciple-maker in the Church.  In Matthew 28:18-20, He calls us as His followers to be like Him in this disciple-making process.  Here’s Jesus’ words from Matthew 28:18-20, see if you can pick out His command in this passage. 
Note: Have a Scout read Matthew 28:18-20
Scout 2: Question What is the one command in this passage? Answer To make disciples.  
Scout 1: If you are a follower of Christ, you are to seek out (“go”) to everyone you feel that God is calling you to and first introduce them to Christ (“baptizing”) and then teaching them about Christ (“teaching them to obey”).  The process should be at the heart of who you are in Christ and the great thing about this process of making disciples is that Christ has promised to be with us!  Our leader will be with us as we lead others to Him.

Scout 2: The process of disciple-making is one which calls us to invest our lives in other people.  Sometimes we call this process mentoring.  At Perimeter church we use the phrase “life on life, laboring in the lives of a few.”  Whatever the terms or name, this process will have you investing your life in others in order to encourage and strengthen their faith in Christ.  

Scout 1: In Troop 317 adult leaders, especially our Scoutmaster and Assistant Scoutmasters are investing their lives in ours.  We older Scouts too want to invest our lives in the lives of younger Scouts in this Troop.  We also want to invest our lives in the lives of those who are our same age.  It doesn’t mean you have to be some super-spiritual person or some expert in the Bible, but it does mean you have to love God and love people (see Mark 12:30-31).  It takes great courage to love because true love will cost you something.  That is why this last pillar of biblical manhood is so important.
Scout 2:  Yes, Jesus is our King, our Warrior, our Mentor and most importantly He is also our Friend.  The old hymn “What A Friend We Have In Jesus” has a line in it that says “Can we find a friend so faithful Who will all our sorrows share?”  
Scout 1: Jesus is the best friend we will ever have and He wants us to band together as friends.  The night before His crucifixion, He tells His disciples to “Love one another.”  Proverbs 17:17 instructs us that “[a] friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.”  
Scout 2: In Scouts your patrol is your “band of brothers” and you should be working together to support and care for each other in Scouting and in your walk with Christ.  The best way to have friends is to be a friend.  Practice the words of our friend Jesus who says, in Matthew 7:12, “[in] everything, therefore, treat people the same way you want them to treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.”
Scout 1: Question Which of these four pillars of manhood: King, Warrior, Mentor, Friend is the easiest for you to identify with?  Which is the hardest?

Answer Answers will vary widely on this question, the goal is to get the discussion started to help everyone think about these qualities.

Scout 2: Question How does seeing Jesus Christ as King, Warrior, Mentor and Friend change your picture of Him?

Answer  Answers will be wide and varied on this question too.  Give Scouts time to answer and comment on the answers if necessary.

Scout 1: This is just a starting point of a longer look at Christ.  We should explore the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) to better understand Jesus Christ as King, Warrior, Mentor and Friend.  As read about the life of Christ in the Gospels, if you are given to writing in your Bible, write in the margins these descriptions of Christ as you see Him living out these roles.  More importantly as we note these roles we should follow His example in our daily lives.

Scout 2: Theodore Roosevelt said “There has never yet been a man in our history who led a life of ease whose name is worth remembering.”  We live in a culture that seeks comfort over character.  That sort of mindset will not put us on the road to becoming real men.  Our God is calling us to see a cause greater than the “soap operas” the World is offering, He is calling us to a “Transcendent Cause” one that is truly heroic, timeless and supremely meaningful. 
Scout 1: Hebrews 12:2 calls us to “fix our eyes on Jesus” as our Savior and as the picture of what it means to be a real man.  He is truly heroic because He paid the ultimate price in sacrificing His life for our lives in His death on the cross taking on Himself our sins.  He did so to purchase our freedom from the slavery of sin.
Scout 2: Hebrews 13:8 say “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yes and forever.”  He is eternal, unbound by space and time.  This Timeless One stepped into time to show us the way to life, liberty and the true pursuit of happiness.

Scout 1: Jesus is supremely meaningful in shaping the purpose and meaning of our lives – this “Transcendent cause” that He is calling us to live out.  In John 14:6 Jesus says “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.”  Jesus is calling you and I to be His men, real men that follow Him wholeheartedly.  I pray that we will accept that calling, for some of us today it could be the first time.  

Scout 2: As we close, let’s pray for that.  Let’s ask God to help us embrace these truths about Christ and what it means to be a man.  A Scout is reverent.
[Note: Have the Scouts join in this responsive reading as a prayer to close the message]

A Prayer Of Preparation For A Battle To Fight**
Scout 1: Read together with me this prayer of preparation for for the daily battles we fight for the Kingdom of God.  A Scout is reverent.

All: Let us pray!

Scout 2: Father, we recognize our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the Evil One and his two main allies: the World and our own sin nature – the traitors within us.  Be the source of our strength and fill us with Your Spirit as we worship You today and as we go out from this place.  Spirit, we call on You now to fit us with the full armor of God.
All: Lord, we put on the belt of truth.  We choose a lifestyle of honesty and integrity.  Show us the truths we so desperately need today.  Expose the lies we are not even aware that we believe.
Scout 1: Lord, we long to wear Your breastplate of righteousness over our hearts today to protect them against all condemnation and corruption.  Fit us with Your holiness and purity—defend us from all assaults against our hearts.
All: Lord, direct our steps to take the gospel to those who need to hear it.  We do choose to live for the gospel at any moment.  Show us Your larger story that is unfolding each day and keep us from being so lax that we think the most important thing today is the soap operas of this world.
Scout 2: Jesus, we lift the shield of faith against every lie and every assault in the confidence that You are good, and that You have good in store for us.  Nothing is coming today that can overcome us because You are with us.

All: Thank You, Lord, for our salvation.  We receive it today in a new and fresh way from You and we declare that nothing can separate us now from the love of Christ and the place we shall ever have in Your Kingdom.

Scout 1: Holy Spirit, show us specifically today the truths of the Word of God, which is Your mighty sword, that we will need to counter the assaults and the snares of the Enemy.  Bring Scriptures You have hidden in our hearts to our minds throughout this day and especially as we worship You now.
All: Finally, Holy Spirit, we agree to walk in step with You in everything—in all prayer as our spirits commune with You throughout this time and into the week ahead.  Amen!
