“Real Men Lead Courageously”


Author Robert Lewis gives us this definition of manhood: “A man is someone who rejects passivity, accepts responsibility, leads courageously and expects a greater reward – God’s reward.”

Stu Weber’s Four Pillars of Biblical manhood: King, Warrior, Mentor and Friend.
Hebrews 12:1-2 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Revelation 19:11-16 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice He judges and makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on His head are many crowns. He has a name written on Him that no one knows but He Himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and His name is the Word of God. The armies of heaven were following Him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out of His mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On His robe and on His thigh He has this name written:

       KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 
Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’

A Prayer Of Preparation For A Battle To Fight**

Leader: Read together with me this prayer of preparation for the daily battles we fight for the Kingdom of God.  A Scout is reverent.
All: Let us pray!

Leader: Father, we recognize our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the Evil One and his two main allies: the World and our own sin nature – the traitors within us.  Be the source of our strength and fill us with Your Spirit as we worship You today and as we go out from this place.  Spirit, we call on You now to fit us with the full armor of God.
All: Lord, we put on the belt of truth.  We choose a lifestyle of honesty and integrity.  Show us the truths we so desperately need today.  Expose the lies we are not even aware that we believe.
Leader: Lord, we long to wear Your breastplate of righteousness over our hearts today to protect them against all condemnation and corruption.  Fit us with Your holiness and purity—defend us from all assaults against our hearts.
All: Lord, direct our steps to take the gospel to those who need to hear it.  We do choose to live for the gospel at any moment.  Show us Your larger story that is unfolding each day and keep us from being so lax that we think the most important thing today is the soap operas of this world.
Leader: Jesus, we lift the shield of faith against every lie and every assault in the confidence that You are good, and that You have good in store for us.  Nothing is coming today that can overcome us because You are with us.

All: Thank You, Lord, for our salvation.  We receive it today in a new and fresh way from You and we declare that nothing can separate us now from the love of Christ and the place we shall ever have in Your Kingdom.

Leader: Holy Spirit, show us specifically today the truths of the Word of God, which is Your mighty sword, that we will need to counter the assaults and the snares of the Enemy.  Bring Scriptures You have hidden in our hearts to our minds throughout this day and especially as we worship You now.
All: Finally, Holy Spirit, we agree to walk in step with You in everything—in all prayer as our spirits commune with You throughout this time and into the week ahead.  Amen!
** - Most of the above material is from John Eldredge’s Wild At Heart Field Manual and is based on Ephesians 6:10-18


