 [Notes before you start: This message is to be delivered by two Scouts.  If possible, start off by drinking some chocolate milk, in fact it might be good to have some on hand for all the Scouts and adults that want some – a first come first served kind a thing if the supply and time are tight.  Make sure to remind Scouts of the 13th point of the Scout law – A Scout is audible! 
Scout 1: Question: You like chocolate milk?  You like it hot or cold?  Answer: Will vary, but you can add “I think its good hot or cold.  Hot chocolate on a cold winter day is a good way to warm up.  Cold chocolate milk on a hot summer evening is a refreshing treat.”
Scout 2: Question: What if it’s lukewarm? Answer: BLAH!

Scout 1: Jesus agrees.  In Revelation 3, speaking to Christians in one of the churches in Asia Minor, He says “I know all the things you do, that you are neither hot nor cold.  I wish that you were one or the other!  “But since you are like lukewarm water, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth!...[Be] diligent and turn from your indifference.”

Scout 2: One of the biggest problems men face today is one we have always faced – indifference or passivity.  Webster defines passivity as “acted upon by an external agency or receptive to outside influences; lacking energy or will: lethargic tending not to take an active part; not active or operating”
Scout 1: Starting this month and for September and October we want to think about these questions regarding manhood:
· What is a man? 

· What are a man’s responsibilities?  

· What does a man believe?  

· How does a man behave?  

· What should a man try to achieve?

Scout 2: Author Robert Lewis gives us this definition of manhood: “A man is someone who rejects passivity, accepts responsibility, leads courageously and expects a greater reward – God’s reward.”  Each month we will take a look at one of the first three parts of this definition and see how they all tie into the fourth part – ‘God’s reward’
Scout 1: This month’s theme is ‘Real men reject passivity.’  To guide us in this subject, we will turn to the Apostle Paul and some of his teaching in the epistles of 1 and 2 Timothy.
Question: What is an epistle?  Answer: “A formal letter intended to teach a group of people”

Scout 2: Paul’s letters to Timothy were originally written as a charge to Timothy who was left to head up the church at Ephesus.  It is the encouragement of an older man to a younger man he had discipled.  One of the key elements of Paul’s charge is to ‘reject passivity.’  Here are a couple of examples from his first letter to Timothy
Note: Have two Scouts read 1 Timothy 1:18 and 1 Timothy 6:12 
Scout 1: Paul urges Timothy to “fight the good fight.”   In the Scoutmaster minutes this month we have talked about Adam.  Question: How was Adam passive?

Answer: Adam did nothing to prevent Eve from violating God’s law.  As a result, we not only inherit the penalty for Adam’s sin, both physical and spiritual death, but we also receive this passive nature that causes us to fail to act in many areas of life, most importantly in our journey of faith.  
Scout 2: In his words to Timothy, Paul is urging us to take an active role in our journey of faith. Again Robert Lewis tells us that “real manhood begins with a decision to reject social and spiritual passivity when nothing is the more comfortable and natural option.”  
Scout 1: Question: What are some of the things we can do to fight the good fight of faith?  Answer: Here are some ideas that Paul gives Timothy.  
Note: Have a Scout read 1 Timothy 4:12-16
Scout 2: Question: Does it matter how old you are when you “fight the good fight”?  Answer: Age is not an issue.  
Scout 1: Notice Paul tells Timothy in verse 12 not to let anyone “look down on” him because of his youth.  This is because, in God’s economy, who you are says more about you than what you do or how long you’ve done it.  Martin Luther King’s famous “I Have A Dream” speech underscored this point when he said he wanted to live in a country where his children were not judged by the color of their skin but the content of their character.
Scout 2: Age is not the issue.   Paul says the issue is to take action.  Question: What are some of the ways Paul tells Timothy to act? Answer: Paul exhorts Timothy to give himself wholeheartedly to his spiritual gift of teaching and preaching.  
Scout 1: We should do likewise by first discovering our spiritual gifts and then employing them in whatever means the Spirit leads us.  A real man strives to be a mature and equipped follower of Christ a willing minister to God’s people and to the ‘least and the lost’.  Part of this maturation process is discovering and using your spiritual gifts.  
Scout 2: Finally, notice that Paul is calling Timothy, and us, to examine how we live and what we believe.  Our “life and doctrine” tell us if we are really following Christ.  A proof of salvation is a faith that perseveres in following Christ.
Scout 1: Our faith in Christ alone gives us the power to reject our passive nature.  Here’s what Robert Lewis says on this point “Manhood is challenging.  It can be interpreted as work only: another burden to carry, devoid of joy and satisfaction.  The first Adam believed this—and defected for another ‘glory’ being offered him. … But biblical manhood was never intended to be burdensome.  Instead, real manhood was designed by God to be liberating and a means of great reward.  “[This great reward] is a call to life!  In John 10:10 Jesus says “I came that they may have life, and might have it abundantly.”

Scout 2: This great reward gives us [a] vision of life that connects time and eternity”  “Something that takes [a man] beyond himself.”  Yes, real manhood is challenging, but the rewards in this life and especially the life to come are sweet – like chocolate milk.    
Scout 1: Evangelist Joseph Alleine said at the start of each week ‘Another week is now before us, let us spend this week for God’ and each morning, ‘Now let us live this one day well!’  We too should encourage each other to ‘fight the good fight of faith’ every day until that Last Day!
Scout 2: Here’s what Paul says to Timothy at the end of his life:
Note: Have a Scout read 2 Timothy 4:6-8

Let us all “long for His appearing” and until that day, lets ‘reject passivity’ and ‘fight the good fight of faith’!
