Note: This message can be delivered by two Scouts.

Scout 1: Question: What is the Scout motto?  Answer: “Be Prepared.”
Scout 2: Apologetics is a Greek word, a legal term meaning “to make a defense.”  For Christians it means to make a case for Christ.  It says in 1 Peter 3:15 as Christians we are to “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect”
Scout 1: Question: So, when it comes to being a Christian, how are we to “Be Prepared”?

Answer: As followers of Jesus Christ we are to be prepared to make a case for Christ and do this in a way that is approachable and respectful.

Scout 2: This is the final message in a series on the topic of apologetics.  Apologetics touch on many areas of belief and life related to following Jesus Christ.  The first month of our series we looked at the question of God’s existence.  Last month we looked at the controversy surrounding the origin of life on Earth and today we will conclude this series by looking at the Gospel and how people try to counterfeit it.

Scout 1: The Apostle Paul says in Galatians 1:9, “As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned!”
Scout 2: Strong words, but, at the time, Paul was battling against a group of Jews who were trying to convince Gentile Christians that in order to be a true follower of Jesus they not only had to accept Christ’s sacrifice on their behalf, they too had to sacrifice in terms of following the rules and regulations of the Jews.  For the men this included being circumcised.

Scout 1: Ouch!  Today we would call something like that a “works based salvation” and that, as Paul says, is not the true gospel.  It is a counterfeit of the real thing.

Scout 2: Today, we want to talk through some of the ways people counterfeit the gospel, see how much you know about the real thing and conclude with a discussion of the real thing or as Randy Pope calls it “the story of grace.”
Scout 1: The Watchman Fellowship, founded in Columbus, Georgia, is an independent Christian research and apologetics ministry focusing on new religious movements, cults, the occult and the New Age.  Today we will use some of their materials to talk through topics related to cults and the occult.
Scout 2: Watchman Fellowship tells us “[the] difference between the cult and true Christianity lies in belief. Though the average cult member will confess a belief in Jesus Christ, a reliance on the Bible as his authority, and devotion to God as a lifestyle, in reality, all of the terms have been redefined. What appears on the surface to be Christian deviates greatly from what the Scriptures actually teach concerning the key doctrines of the Christian faith.”
Scout 1: At the first of this month, we discussed the four patterns in the cults as outlined by Watchman Fellowship.  Question: Can anyone recall these four patterns based on the math signs: add, subtract, multiply and divide?

Answer: We can recognize a cult by one or more of the following characteristics.  Cults:
1. Add to God’s Word

2. Subtract from the person of Jesus

3. Multiply the requirements of salvation

4. Divide the loyalty of the follower

Scout 2: Question: How many books of the Bible are there? Answer: 66

Scout 1: Question: How are these 66 books divided up? Answer: Old Testament and New Testament

Scout 2: Question: How did the Christians receive these books? 
Answer:  The 39 books that make up the Old Testament Scriptures were already accepted by Jewish believers as God’s Word and the 27 books that make up the New Testament, along with the Old Testament were accepted and circulated by the churches prior to the official recognition of these books by church councils later on.
Scout 1: Proverbs 30:5-6 says “Every word of God proves true; He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him.  Do not add to his words, lest He rebuke you and you be found a liar.”  Here are two examples of how a cult adds to God’s Word.
Scout 2: “In the Articles of Faith of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter day Saints (the Mormons), they state in the eighth article, "We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is translated correctly; we also believe the Book of Mormon to be the word of God." Note the condition placed on the Bible, "as far as it is translated correctly" whereas the Book of Mormon is accepted as Scripture period!! Thus, the Book of Mormon takes precedence over the Bible.”
Scout 1: “The Unification Church in the Divine Principle, the following statement is made, "The Bible, however, is not the truth itself, but a textbook teaching the truth. Naturally, the quality of teaching and the method and extent of giving the truth must vary according to each age...Therefore, we must not regard the textbook as absolute in every detail" (p. 9).”
Scout 2: “The second and most important pattern in a cult to look for is the practice of subtracting from the person of Jesus Christ, usually by denying the fact that He is God. This belief is the cornerstone of the Christian faith and supported by numerous passages of Scripture (John 1:1, John 20:27-28, Revelation 1:17 compared with Isaiah 44:6).

Scout 1: John 1:1 tells us that “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  Let’s look at John 20:24-29 
Note: Have someone in the audience read John 20:24-29.
Scout 2: “Nevertheless, from the beginning of the Christian Church, there have been those who have distorted the person of Jesus Christ, thus creating another Jesus.”  John deals with this issue in his letter, which we call 1 John, as he was dealing with an early form of Gnostism.  You will here and may have already heard about this sort of thing with the discussion of The Da Vinci Code and Gnostic Gospels like the Gospels of Judas, Thomas and Mary Magdalene.  The key point to remember is we trust in the Scriptures alone for our understanding of who Jesus is and who He claimed to be.
Scout 1: The third pattern of a cult is to multiply the requirements of salvation. Ephesians 2:8-9 tells us “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.”  “The Word of God plainly teaches that salvation is a gift that God offers sinful man. There is nothing anyone can do to earn it…[The cults] redefine grace to include conditions which one must keep in order to receive eternal life.”
Scout 2: “The fourth and final pattern found in the cults is the practice of dividing the loyalty of the follower between God and an organization or individual. Whereas the cult will convince its followers that they are an organization wholly devoted to God, the follower is taught to put his trust in the organization instead of God.”
Scout 1: This takes us back to Galatians 1:9 and the people Paul is dealing with in his ministry to the Gentiles.  They were called Judaizers, a people who believed in faith plus works, and they demanded loyalty to their organization and way of doing things and not the true Gospel which, as Jesus said, sets us free.  Let’s read Galatians 1:6-9 as it gives a good summary these four patterns we see in the cults.  
Note: Have someone in the audience read Galatians 1:6-9.

Scout 2: Cults can sometimes be confused with the occult.  But, there are differences between these two types of groups that we will now explain using some more information from the Watchmen Fellowship. “Occult organizations…seldom claim to be Christian churches. Occult practices are less frequently billed as compatible with Christianity (although there are exceptions).”
Scout 1: “The term ‘occult’ is derived from the Latin word ‘occultus’ which means to cover up, to hide, or those things which are hidden or secret.”  In the context of our discussion today, “the word "occult" means any attempt to gain supernatural knowledge or power apart from the God of the Bible.”
Scout 2: Although occultism is widespread and eclectic, with many groups advocating principles or positions in opposition to others, there are basically three types of occultism:

1. Psychic Discernment Groups
2. Neo-Paganism

3. Spiritism
Scout 1: “Psychic Discernment Groups…attempt to supernaturally gain hidden knowledge (often about the future) through psychic "readings" or by the use of various props.  These include Astrology (which uses the stars as props), fortune telling (using palms, tea leaves, crystal balls, Tarot cards, etc.), and various quasi-medical "readings" involving the iris of the eye (Iridology), or the bottoms of feet (Reflexology).

Scout 2: “A second class of occultists are neo-pagans. These occult groups represent a revival of the more ancient forms of worship involving the belief in animism (living spirits in inanimate objects and plants) and the worship of self, earth, or an all encompassing "Mother Goddess."

Scout 1: “Practices and organizations include WICCA, witchcraft, magic, and shamanism (primitive witch doctors or Native American spiritism).  Most neo-Pagan groups do not claim to worship or even believe in Satan, a fact often surprising to outsiders.”
Scout 2: “A final category of occult activity is known as spiritism, which is defined as an attempt to contact or communicate with a spirit entity or deceased person (called necromancy). This classification includes trance-mediums, New Age channeling, etc.  This form of occultism would also include Satanic groups that believe Satan is a real entity and who attempt to gain supernatural power by contacting, worshipping, or appeasing Satan and/or his demons.”
Scout 1: As Christians, when dealing with the occult, we should remember the words of 1 John 4:4 “You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.”
Scout 2: In fact, no matter the situation with the cults or occults, the key way to “Be Prepared is to remember Paul’s advice to Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:15 “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.”
Scout 1: So, let’s see how well you understand Christian doctrine.  We are going to give you a pop quiz about the doctrine of The Trinity.  Answer these questions to yourself as quickly as you can, don’t spend a lot of time thinking about your answers.  This pop quiz is to check your level of preparedness. 
Note: Give the Scouts a couple of minutes to complete this quiz.
Scout 2: Let’s see how we did…Question 1, the answer is 1 No. “However, its absence is irrelevant because the doctrine of the Trinity is there. The word was coined to express the concept of three within one. Many other words that express biblical doctrines do not occur within the text of scripture such as theocracy, millennium, and rapture to name a few.” 
Scout 1: The answer to question 2 is “Yes. If Jesus were not fully divine, or equal in His nature with the Father, then His sacrifice for us on Calvary would be insufficient. Jesus said, “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.” (John 14:9). No finite, or created, being could ever compare himself with the infinite God.” 

Scout 2: The answer to question 3 is Yes. “Scripture shows all three Persons of the Trinity to be equal in their nature and attributes. Each is eternal, omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent. The Holy Spirit is a personal being, having the attributes of personality, and is also eternal--see Hebrews 9:14. If the Spirit is an eternal Person then He necessarily must be divine and equal with the Father. 

Scout 1: The answer to question 4 is One. “The ‘three-ness’ of the Trinity refers to the Persons. The unity of the Trinity refers to the essence, nature, or, that which makes God be God. The essence or nature of God is not divisible into three parts which many of the analogies to the Trinity imply (egg, water, etc.).” 

Scout 2: The answer to question 5 is “Divine and human. Philippians 2:6 and 7 says of Jesus that He was, “…in the form of God…. But…took upon himself the form of a servant.” The word “upon” is a word indicating addition to what He already was. Also, I Timothy 2:5 says there is “one mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus.” So, today in heaven our mediator is a man who is also eternal deity.”
Scout 1: The answer to question 6 is No. “The three Persons of the Trinity exist simultaneously. This is illustrated in the baptism of Jesus described by Matthew 3:16,17, which says, “…and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: and lo a voice from heaven saying, This is my beloved Son….” All three Persons are in this event proving they are not the same Person.” 

Scout 2: The answer to question 7 is “Three Persons in one God. Heretical groups teach three persons in one person (United Pentecostals teach modalism and Jesus Only), and three gods in one god (Mormonism).” 

Scout 1: The answer to question 8 is “Jesus added humanity to His divinity. Many Christians incorrectly assume that when Jesus left heaven to be born of Mary He set aside His deity for the time He was here. That is not the case. He “Made himself of no reputation” (Philippians 2:7) which means that He set aside the shekinah glory and His prerogatives as deity to relate to us on a human level. In that way we can identify with Him because He identified with us.:”
Scout 2: The answer to question 9 is “In the same crucified body. Jesus said at John 2:19-21, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days….But the temple he had spoken of was his body.” When Jesus said these words the body He was referring to was the one He lived His life in, the one the disciples knew. Therefore, the term “it” in the above verse must refer to that same body.”
Scout 2: Finally, the answer to question 10 is “Yes. The method to use to demonstrate the Trinity is fourfold. First, to show there is only one God (Deuteronomy 6:4). Second, to show that the Father is called God (1 Peter 1:17). Third, to show that Jesus is called God (John 1:1). And finally, to show that the Holy Spirit is called God (Acts 5:3,4). The conclusions possible are: 1) That the Bible is hopelessly contradictory, or 2) That the three Persons are the One God.”
Scout 1: If you want to dig deeper into today’s subject matter, we’ve noted some good resources in the order of worship.
Scout 2: Wow!  That is a lot of information to digest.  However, all that we know about the cults or the occult is worthless if we don’t use this knowledge to point them to Christ.  Because only Christ can set us free from the penalty of sin. 
Note: Have someone in the audience read Colossians 2:13-14.  
These verses encompass the gospel or as Randy Pope calls it “The Story Of Grace”.

Scout 1: Three words tell “The Story Of Grace” – Debt, Gift and Friend.  First, verse 13 tells us we have an insurmountable debt of sin.  This debt is something we cannot repay because we are “dead in [our] sins.”
Scout 2: This debt of sin has left us separated from God.  Hebrews 9:27 tells us “it is appointed for men once to die and then the judgment.”  This is where God will look at our life in total.  Many are banking on the good they have done in life outweighing the bad they have done.  But, as we have noted, our debt of sin is impossible to overcome.

Scout 1: Verse 14 gives us the solution to our debt problem “God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; He took it away, nailing it to the cross.”  It is in Jesus Christ alone that we have freedom from this debt of sin and we can have hope and assurance for the life to come.
Scout 2: Debt, Gift and Friend – This sums up “The Story of Grace” and today we want to challenge you to come take part in this story--either by carrying the good news of this story to others or by entering into the story by receiving Christ’s sacrifice for your sins.  If you feel this is something you want to do today, pray this prayer silently while I pray it out loud.  A Scout is reverent:

“Lord Jesus, I admit that I am a sinner who deserves eternal punishment.  I do believe You paid the penalty by Your death on the cross.  So right now I invite you to be my Savior and Lord and to take residence in my life.  Thank you for hearing my prayer and indwelling my life.  Amen”

Scout 1: If you prayed this prayer, you have taken the first step in your journey with Jesus Christ.  Tell someone about it.  You can talk to one of us or any of the Troop 317 adult leaders here today.   We want to encourage you in your walk with Christ.
Scout 2: Let’s close in prayer.
