March Message: “Duty To God – Myth Or Mandate?”


Note: This message can be delivered by two Scouts.  However, the Scripture references should be read by Scouts in the audience.

Scout 1: Question: Do you all remember the 13th point of the Scout Law? 

Answer: A Scout is audible – that is we can hear and understand a Scout when he speaks.  Today we will be asking some of you to read Scripture for us, so if you get an opportunity to read today please stand and read the passage loud and clear.
Question: What is the Scout motto?  Answer: “Be Prepared.”
Scout 2: Apologetics is a Greek word, a legal term meaning “to make a defense.”  For Christians it means to make a case for Christ.  It says in 1 Peter 3:15 as Christians we are to “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect”
Scout 1: Question: So, when it comes to being a Christian, how are we to “Be Prepared”?

Answer: As followers of Jesus Christ we are to be prepared to make a case for Christ and do this in a way that is approachable and respectful.
Scout 2: This is the first in a series of message on the topic of apologetics.  Apologetics touch on many areas of belief and life related to following Jesus Christ.  This month we are looking at the question of God’s existence.  Next month we will look at the controversy surrounding the origin of life on Earth and we will conclude this series in May by looking at the Gospel and how people try to counterfeit it.

Scout 1: The question before the house today: “Does God Exist?”  There are three possible answers to this question: no, maybe and yes.  Let’s look at these three answers using information from Ken Boa and Larry Moody’s book I’m Glad You Asked
Scout 2: The first answer, no, is known as “Atheism.”  “This position is unreasonable because a person would have to be omniscient to know that God does not exist.”  In other words, you would have to be God to say there is no God.  “In addition, if there were no God, human life would be stripped of ultimate meaning, value, and purpose.”
Scout 1: The second answer, maybe, is represented by the worldview known as “Agnosticism.” “This position is not as unreasonable as Atheism, but the agnostic needs to realize that the weight of the evidence is in favor of theism.  No absolute proof can be offered which will force the agnostic to believe against his will, but a strong case can be built by applying cause and effect reasoning to the universe.”
Scout 2: Most scientists agree the universe had a definite beginning and that matter is not eternal.  Therefore, something or Someone which is eternal brought the universe into existence.

Scout 1: “The order and design of the universe and the personality of man (thought, aesthetics, and morality) suggest that the universe was brought about by an eternal Being.  Those who question God’s existence must suppress the internal and external testimony that their Creator has given them.”
Scout 2: This brings us to the third answer, yes, represented by the worldview known as “Theism”.  This position argues there is a God, but even then we are left with the question: what kind of god-- personal or impersonal? “It can be argued that this Being must be personal, because an impersonal creating agent could not account for human thought and morality.  The clearest manifestation of God in human history was the incarnation of Jesus Christ, who is the Mediator between God and men.”
Scout 1: The goal of all apologetics is to point to Jesus Christ, not to win an argument.  Therefore we will spend the rest of our time talking about the Gospel.
Scout 2: At the end of this three month series, you will have heard three different approaches to presenting the Gospel.  As Christians we want to be like the apostle Paul and “become all things to all men, so that [we] may by all means save some.” (1 Corinthians 9:22).
Scout 1: Today we will walk “The Roman Road” to salvation.

Scout 2: Question: What are some words or phrases we use in Scouts that other people may not understand?

Answer: This could be any of the following answers – COH is court of honor, the various ranks, the buddy system, the patrol method, SPL, APL, Scoutmaster, PLC, OA or Order of The Arrow, Greenbar, etc.

Scout 1: Question: How about Christians?  What kind of terms or phrases do Christians use that other people may not understand?
Answer: Terms like gospel, saved, sin, etc. are popular Christian jargon but what does it all mean?!  We will attempt to explain some of these terms and phrases using the best source of information about Christianity—the Bible.
Scout 2: The word gospel is derived from the Greek word ‘euangelion.’  It is used in classical Greek literature in reference to the announcement of victory—as in a battle or the end of a war.  It essentially means “good news.”  Romans 1:16 tells of God’s good news for us:

Note: Have a Scout read Romans 1:16
Scout 1: Based on this verse we see that the “good news” is the “power of God for salvation”   “You need to be saved!  I’m saved, he’s saved, get saved.”

Scout 2: A big phrase for Christians is “I’ve been saved.”  It’s also a big term in baseball.  A closer saves a game for the Braves, a base runner is safe at home.  So what is a Christian saved from? Romans 1:18 shows us the “what:”

Note: Have a Scout read Romans 1:18
Scout 2: This passage tells us Christians are saved from “the wrath of God.”  
Scout 1: The what of God?
Scout 2: Wrath, condemnation, judgment.  Webster’s dictionary defines it as “righteous anger,” which in my opinion is God’s attitude.  He is angry over the wicked things we do.  Let’s look at some examples from Romans 1:29-31.
Note: Have a Scout read Romans 1:29-31

Scout 1: Notice how God puts “murderers” and “God-haters” in the same list with “gossips” and “those who disobey their parents.”  I never thought of myself as a God-hater and I’ve never killed anyone but I’ve gossiped and I’ve disobeyed my mom once or twice.  
Scout 2: The point is we might look okay next to Adolf Hitler or Joseph Stalin but from God’s perspective we all look bad!  Let’s look at further evidence of this point from Romans 3:10-12:
Note: Have a Scout read Romans 3:10-12
Scout 1: Twice the phrase “not even one” is used.  In God’s eyes there are no “exceptions to the rule”—even when we do something “good.”  It says in Isaiah 64:6 that “…all our righteous acts are like filthy rags…”.  Romans 3:23 sums up our condition by saying “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”.
Scout 2: These are BIG Christian terms which have rather simple meanings.  Sin is derived from the Greek word “hamratia’.  In classical Greek literature it is used for the phrase “missing the target.”  
Scout 1: Therefore, based on Romans 3:23, we see God’s glory is the target.  Glory is God’s perfection and we all fall short of it.  You’ve heard the old saying “nobody’s perfect,” well that is the point of Romans 3:23.

Scout 2: Some people feel if the amount of good one accomplishes in their life outweighs the amount of bad things they do that God will let them into heaven.  Put another way, they think our good works, save us from God’s wrath.  
Note: Have a Scout read Romans 4:4
In other words when you work at a job for pay, you earned it based on the work you’ve done.
Scout 1: But, regarding working for salvation, Romans 4:5 says the following:

Note: Have a Scout read Romans 4:5
Unlike the pay for work we do, salvation comes to those who do not work, but who instead trusts in God for salvation.  Most people find this concept too good to be true, or too straightforward, or “There has to be a catch, there’s no free lunch!  Is there?”
Scout 2: Yes there is!  Romans 5:6 says: “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.”

Note: Have a Scout read Romans 5:8-10

Scout 1: We can’t save ourselves because we are “powerless,” “ungodly,” “sinners,” and “God’s enemies.”  Yet, despite all this, God loved us so much He died for our sins.  Instead of us being punished for our sins, Jesus died in our place.  His blood saves us from God’s righteous anger.
Scout 2: This free salvation is described by what the Bible calls grace and it is what the song Amazing Grace is all about.  Grace comes from the Greek word “charis” which means “undeserved favor.”  It’s like winning the Georgia lottery for 100 million dollars without buying a ticket. You didn’t deserve the money but they gave it too you anyway.
Scout 1: Since salvation is a gift by God’s grace, does this mean we can go on sinning?  Romans 6:1-2 tells us the answer to that question.
Note: Have a Scout read Romans 6:1-2
Scout 2: Romans 6:23 sums up all we have said to this point by saying: “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Scout 1: The ultimate question is: “How can a person obtain the gift of eternal life Jesus offers?  It’s like I gave you an airline ticket to go anywhere in the world: Rome, London, China, Pittsburgh…that ticket wouldn’t do you any good unless you used it.  
Scout 2: So far all we’ve talked about is the ticket—God’s gift of eternal life.  Next we’ll see how to get on the plane!
Note: Have a Scout read Romans 10:9 and 10:13
Scout 1: Salvation is free for anyone who believes.  This kind of faith consists of four qualities:
Scout 2: First, you must “confess…Jesus is Lord.”  This doesn’t mean you have to make a big speech.  It means you believe in Jesus so strongly you aren’t ashamed to admit it.

Scout 1: Second, you must believe “Jesus is Lord.”  In other words, He is to be master or boss.  This means you believe in Jesus so strongly that you trust Him as your boss.  This involves willfully submitting your will to His will—letting Jesus control your life.

Scout 2: Third, you must believe Jesus died for your sins and then rose from the dead.  His resurrection proves both who Jesus is and everything He said.

Scout 1: Finally, you must “call” on the Lord Jesus to save you, trusting Him alone--not the church, not your own goodness, nothing but Christ alone.  You call on Him simply by talking to Him, asking Him to be your Savior and following Him as Lord.

Scout 2: This gift of God is all you need to obtain eternal life.  It’s yours for the asking!  If you feel this is something you want to do today, pray this prayer silently while I pray it out loud.  A Scout is reverent:

“Lord Jesus, I admit that I am a sinner who deserves eternal punishment.  I do believe You paid the penalty by Your death on the cross.  So right now I invite you to be my Savior and Lord and to take residence in my life.  Thank you for hearing my prayer and indwelling my life.  Amen”

Scout 1: If you prayed this prayer, you have taken the first step in your journey with Jesus Christ.  Tell someone about it.  You can talk to one of us or, any of the Troop 317 adult leaders here today.   We want to encourage you in your walk with Christ.

Scout 2: Faith in Christ, being a Christian is about character.  It is about who you are in Christ, not what you do for Christ.  Becoming a Christian is transformational.  Spiritually you are born again.  So, start off small, start reading the Gospel of John a little bit each day (a chapter, a few paragraphs, etc.).  Write down the answers you find to this question: “What things do I know are true in what I’ve just read?”  Pray to God and ask Him to fill you with His Spirit to show you more about Him.  He will make sure you are prepared to face this life and the life to come.
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