Chaplain’s Aide/Chaplain

“[It] was only the beginning of the real story.  All their life in this world…had only been the cover.  Now, at last, they were beginning ‘Chapter One’ of the ‘Great Story’ which no one on Earth has ever read; which goes on forever in which every chapter is better than the one before.” – C.S. Lewis from The Last Battle
Introduction

The apostle Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15:19 “If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men” and later on in verse 32 “If the dead are not raised, ‘Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.’"  Scouts will look to the Chaplaincy (the Chaplain and Chaplain’s Aide) for spiritual guidance.  For most that expectation will be met in religious activities.  But ‘duty to God’ is not about religion.  ‘Duty to God’ is about relationship.
This life we live now, as Lewis so eloquently put it, is ‘just the cover’ of the book.  James put it this way in James 4:14b “You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.”  All our time on earth has eternal consequences.  Therefore, where we place our hope is critical.

Terry Jones, a staff member at Perimeter Church, once said that we need to “minister out of our overflow.”  What he meant was that as we love God, He pours out His Spirit into our hearts.  Paul puts it this way in 2 Corinthians 5:14-15: “For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.”
Religious Emblems Program, Scout’s Own Worship, and Patrol Prayer
The Chaplaincy of Troop 317 is dedicated to initiating and fostering a relationships between Scouts and Jesus Christ.  This is accomplished using engineered religious activity as a tool to building a real relationship between a Scout and Christ and as a way to build missional community within the Troop and its patrols.  The engineered areas under the direct supervision of the Chaplaincy will be Religious Emblems, Scout’s Own Worship and Patrol Prayer.  This document contains a great deal on the mechanics of these religious activities.

However, the motivation of all this activity is love.  Love for Jesus Christ and love for the Scouts is the driving force for the Chaplain and Chaplain’s Aide.  Any other motivation will be counterproductive to the goal of building relationship and will lead to rote and meaningless religious practice.

Roles/Responsibilities

· See the ASMs section entitled “Encourage Your Patrol.”  The Chaplaincy will support the ASMs in these areas whether it be in equipping them to serve or setting an good example for them to follow.

· Preparation/oversight of Scouts Own Worship (see Appendix C)

· Patrol Representation in Scouts Own Worship.  Try to have at least one Scout from each patrol participate in the worship service offered on each trip.

· Initiating and encouraging Patrol prayer (see Appendix C)

· Encourage involvement in religious emblems program (see Appendix B).  In this area the Chaplaincy should lead by example.

· Ministry – Troop 317 will encourage cheerful giving (2 Corinthians 9:7) and use the offerings collected from worship services to a designated ministry.  This designation is noted each time on the Scout’s Own Worship Service Template (see Appendix C).

Conclusion

In Colossians 1:29 Paul says “To this end I labor, struggling with all His energy, which so powerfully works in me.”  Our work for Christ is powered by Christ first and foremost.  In addition to that, we should note that God always works in relationship.  The biggest example of that is the church.  The body of Christ is meant to operate together with each person offering up the gifts and talents that God has given them for serving the other members of the body, the community it serves and beyond.

It is important to remember that the Chaplaincy is a conduit for ministry.  As such, the Chaplaincy should employ as many Scouts in this effort as possible.  This will build relationships and faith in Christ – both individually and collectively.  Paul’s prayer for the church in Ephesus is one that applies to all those who gather together in the name of Christ, use it often as you minister to the Scouts in Troop 317.

Ephesians 3:14-21

For this reason I kneel before the Father, from Whom His whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of His glorious riches He may strengthen you with power through His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! 

Amen.
